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In situ Injection of pH- and Temperature-Sensitive Nanomaterials 
Increases Chemo-Photothermal Efficacy by Alleviating the Tumor 
Immunosuppressive Microenvironment [Retraction]

Liu J, Guo L, Rao Y, et al. Int J Nanomedicine. 2022;17:2661–2678.

The Editor and Publisher of International Journal of Nanomedicine wish to retract the published article. Concerns were 
raised regarding the duplication of mice images in Figure 4A and H&E images in Figure 9A. Specifically,

● The images for Figure 4A, MNs-PEG/IR780-DOX+MF, 6h and 24h appear to be duplicates of each other.
● The images for Figure 4A, MNs-PEG/IR780-DOX, 1h and 3h appear to be duplicates of each other.
● The images for Figure 9A, Liver, 1 (PBS) and 5 (MNs-PEG/IR780-DOX+L) appear to have overlapping regions.
● The images for Figure 9A, Spleen, 1 (PBS), 3 (MNs-PEG/IR780-DOX) and 6 (MNs-PEG/IR780-DOX+MF+L) 

appear to have overlapping regions.

The authors were cooperative and provided some of the original data that was requested. However, the authors explained 
that the 6h data shown in Figure 4 did not exist and asked to remove it. The Editor questioned how non-existent data 
came to be used and was concerned that this issue was only being raised post-publication. The authors explanation 
regarding this did not clearly explain how the error was made. Overall, in combination with the alleged image duplication 
and addition of non-existent data, the Editor expressed their overall concerns relating to the integrity and reliability of the 
findings and requested for the article to be retracted. The authors were notified and agreed with this decision.

We have been informed in our decision-making by our policy on publishing ethics and integrity and the COPE guidelines 
on retractions.

The retracted article will remain online to maintain the scholarly record, but it will be digitally watermarked on each page 
as “Retracted”.

International Journal of Nanomedicine                                                                                             Dovepress 

Publish your work in this journal 
The International Journal of Nanomedicine is an international, peer-reviewed journal focusing on the application of nanotechnology in diagnostics, 
therapeutics, and drug delivery systems throughout the biomedical field. This journal is indexed on PubMed Central, MedLine, CAS, SciSearch®, 
Current Contents®/Clinical Medicine, Journal Citation Reports/Science Edition, EMBase, Scopus and the Elsevier Bibliographic databases. The 
manuscript management system is completely online and includes a very quick and fair peer-review system, which is all easy to use. Visit http:// 
www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real quotes from published authors.  

Submit your manuscript here: https://www.dovepress.com/international-journal-of-nanomedicine-journal

International Journal of Nanomedicine 2023:18 1193                                                       1193
© 2023 Dove Medical Press. This work is published and licensed by Dove Medical Press Limited. The full terms of this license are available at https://www.dovepress.com/ 
terms.php and incorporate the Creative Commons Attribution – Non Commercial (unported, v3.0) License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). By accessing 

the work you hereby accept the Terms. Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted without any further permission from Dove Medical Press Limited, provided the work is properly attributed. 
For permission for commercial use of this work, please see paragraphs 4.2 and 5 of our Terms (https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php).

https://doi.org/10.2147/IJN.S411463

International Journal of Nanomedicine                                                 Dovepress
open access to scientific and medical research

Open Access Full Text Article

Received: 7 March 2023
Accepted: 7 March 2023
Published: 9 March 2023

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l J
ou

rn
al

 o
f N

an
om

ed
ic

in
e 

do
w

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//w

w
w

.d
ov

ep
re

ss
.c

om
/

F
or

 p
er

so
na

l u
se

 o
nl

y.

https://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com

