
R E T R A C T I O N

Circular RNA PVT1 Promotes the Invasion and Epithelial–Mesenchymal 
Transition of Breast Cancer Cells through Serving as a Competing 
Endogenous RNA for miR-204-5p [Retraction]

Bian Q. Onco Targets Ther. 2019;12:11817–11826.

The Editor and Publisher of OncoTargets and Therapy wish to retract the published article. Concerns were raised 
regarding the alleged duplication of cell colony images in Figure 2C with the same images from other papers. 
Specifically,

● Figure 2C, MDA-MB-468, sh-NC, appears to have been duplicated with the same image from Figure 2D, Si- 
Tcf3#1, from He et al, 2019 (https://doi.org/10.1042/BSR20180369).

● Figure 2C, MDA-MB-468, sh-circPVT1, appears to have been duplicated with the same image from Figure 1C, 
bFGF (-), from He et al, 2019 (https://doi.org/10.1042/BSR20180369).

● Figure 2C, MDA-MB-231, empty vector, appears to have been duplicated with the same image from Figure 1C, 
bFGF (+), from He et al, 2019 (https://doi.org/10.1042/BSR20180369).

● Figure 2C, MDA-MB-231, circPVT1, appears to have been duplicated with the same image from Figure 1D, SGC- 
7901, 20 Wg (µM), from Hu et al, 2019 (https://doi.org/10.1002/2211-5463.12693).

The author did not respond to our queries and no explanation for the alleged image duplication was provided. The Editor 
determined the reported study to be unreliable and requested for the article to be retracted. The author was notified of 
this.

We have been informed in our decision-making by our policy on publishing ethics and integrity and the COPE guidelines 
on retractions.

The retracted article will remain online to maintain the scholarly record, but it will be digitally watermarked on each page 
as “Retracted”.
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Publish your work in this journal 
OncoTargets and Therapy is an international, peer-reviewed, open access journal focusing on the pathological basis of all cancers, potential 
targets for therapy and treatment protocols employed to improve the management of cancer patients. The journal also focuses on the impact of 
management programs and new therapeutic agents and protocols on patient perspectives such as quality of life, adherence and satisfaction. The 
manuscript management system is completely online and includes a very quick and fair peer-review system, which is all easy to use. Visit 
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real quotes from published authors.  
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