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Serum Human Epididymis Protein 4 is a Potential Biomarker for Early 
Chronic Kidney Disease in an Obese Population [Retraction]

Tan S, Zeng Y, Kuang S, Li J. Diabetes Metab Syndr 
Obes. 2021;14:1601–1608.

The Editor and Publisher of Diabetes, Metabolic 
Syndrome and Obesity: Targets and Therapy wish to 
retract the published article. Concerns were raised over 
a discrepancy in the ethics statement and patient cohort 
location reported in the article. The ethics committee who 
approved the study was reported as the Ethics Committee 
of Renmin Hospital of Weihai Central Hospital and the 
location of the patient cohort was described as Weihai 
Central Hospital. These were not the same as the Second 
Affiliated Hospital of the University of South China from 
which the authors were affiliated.

The authors explained an error had been made and the 
Ethics Committee of the Second Affiliated Hospital of the 

University of South China approved the study and the 
cohort consisted of patients from the Second Affiliated 
Hospital of the University of South China. However, the 
authors were unable to provide a satisfactory explanation 
for why the misreporting had occurred and could not 
provide the original ethical review documents from the 
Ethics Committee of the Second Affiliated Hospital of 
the University of South China.

Our decision-making was informed by our policy on pub-
lishing ethics and integrity and the COPE guidelines on 
retraction.

The retracted article will remain online to maintain the 
scholarly record, but it will be digitally watermarked on 
each page as “Retracted”.
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an international, peer-reviewed open-access journal committed to the 
rapid publication of the latest laboratory and clinical findings in the 
fields of diabetes, metabolic syndrome and obesity research. Original 
research, review, case reports, hypothesis formation, expert opinion 

and commentaries are all considered for publication. The manu-
script management system is completely online and includes a very 
quick and fair peer-review system, which is all easy to use. Visit 
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published authors.  

Submit your manuscript here: https://www.dovepress.com/diabetes-metabolic-syndrome-and-obesity-targets-and-therapy-journal

Diabetes, Metabolic Syndrome and Obesity: Targets and Therapy 2021:14 4179                     4179
© 2021 Dove Medical Press. This work is published and licensed by Dove Medical Press Limited. The full terms of this license are available at https://www.dovepress.com/ 
terms.php and incorporate the Creative Commons Attribution – Non Commercial (unported, v3.0) License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). By accessing 

the work you hereby accept the Terms. Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted without any further permission from Dove Medical Press Limited, provided the work is properly attributed. 
For permission for commercial use of this work, please see paragraphs 4.2 and 5 of our Terms (https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php).

https://doi.org/10.2147/DMSO.S342648

Diabetes, Metabolic Syndrome and Obesity: Targets and Therapy          Dovepress
open access to scientific and medical research

Open Access Full Text Article

Received: 4 October 2021
Accepted: 4 October 2021
Published: 6 October 2021

D
ia

be
te

s,
 M

et
ab

ol
ic

 S
yn

dr
om

e 
an

d 
O

be
si

ty
 d

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 h

ttp
s:

//w
w

w
.d

ov
ep

re
ss

.c
om

/
F

or
 p

er
so

na
l u

se
 o

nl
y.

https://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php
https://www.dovepress.com

