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The Editor-in-chief and Publisher of HIV/AIDS – Research 
and Palliative Care wish to retract the published article. 
Following publication, the journal was notified that the 
data for this article was taken from a study funded by 
USAID and sponsored by the KNCV/Aurum Institute as 
part of a multi-country clinical trial conducted in South 
Africa, Mozambique and Ethiopia. The data presented in 
the article was used by the authors without authorization 
from the data owners. It also came to the journal’s atten-
tion that aside from the first author, none of the remaining 

authors listed were part of the project investigation team 
and none were known to the principal investigator and had 
no involvement with the clinical trial.

The authors wish to apologise for this and agree with the 
decision to retract the article.

Our decision-making was informed by our policy on pub-
lishing ethics and integrity and the COPE guidelines on 
retraction.

The retracted article will remain online to maintain the 
scholarly record, but it will be digitally watermarked on 
each page as “Retracted”.
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