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CORRIGENDUM

Causal diagrams and the logic of matched case-control studies

[Corrigendum]
Shahar E, Shahar DJ. Clinical Epidemiology. 2012;4:137-144.

On page 140, Figure 8 Diagram B shows a cause of D that
is not a confounder. After conditioning on S, an association
is also created between £ and C, and therefore, a dashed line
should connect these variables (revised figure below). As a
result, three paths (not two) now connect C and D (C -- E>D;
C->D; and C -- D). Since these three paths sum up to a null
association between C and D, the sum of C=>D and C -- D
is not null, and colliding bias is present (unless the effect of

E on D is precisely null).
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Figure 8 Special cases of matching: no net bias under the precise null (A); colliding
bias in the absence of confounding bias (B and C).
Note: The question mark denotes the effect of interest.

Clinical Epidemiology
Publish your work in this journal

Clinical Epidemiology is an international, peer-reviewed, open access
journal focusing on disease and drug epidemiology, identification of
risk factors and screening procedures to develop optimal preventative
initiatives and programs. Specific topics include: diagnosis, prognosis,
treatment, screening, prevention, risk factor modification, systematic

Submit your manuscript here: http://www.dovepress.com/clinical-epidemiology-journal

Dove

reviews, risk & safety of medical interventions, epidemiology & bio-
statical methods, evaluation of guidelines, translational medicine, health
policies & economic evaluations. The manuscript management system
is completely online and includes a very quick and fair peer-review
system, which is all easy to use.

submit your manuscript Clinical Epidemiology 2014:6 59 59
Dove; © 2014 Shahar. This work is published by Dove Medical Press Limited, and licensed under Creative Commons Attribution — Non Commercial (unported, v3.0)
Al License. The full terms of the License are available at http://creati fl /by-nc/3.0/. Non- ial uses of the work are permitted without any further

http:

permission from Dove Medical Press Limited, provided the work is properly attributed. Permissions beyond the scope of the License are administered by Dove Medical Press Limited. Information on

how to request permission may be found at: http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php


http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://www.dovepress.com/clinical-epidemiology-journal
www.dovepress.com
www.dovepress.com
www.dovepress.com
www.dovepress.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.2147/CLEP.S59328

