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Dialysis access remains the “Achilles heel” of maintenance hemodialysis. When 

candidate vessels have been exhausted in pursuit of fashioning native vascular access, 

alternative vessels are used. With recurrent catheter deployment, venous stenoses 

develop and render candidate veins unsuitable for catheter reception. We present a neat 

and novel solution for clinical practice in dealing with unexpected cases.

A 68-year-old female, with end-stage renal disease secondary to diabetic 

nephropathy had been receiving hemodialysis for 4 years. Her past medical history 

comprised: peripheral arterial disease with resultant bilateral above the knee amputa-

tion and iliac artery endovascular stenting; essential hypertension; lifelong tobacco 

consumption. She had no candidate vessels for venous catheter placement, other 

than small caliber femoral veins.

A decision was made to insert two smaller, more flexible 10 French catheters 

into bilateral femoral veins to allow better venous reception and more secure tun-

neling. This takes into account our experience with the use of larger, less supple 

catheters and the acute angles involved with typically tunneling upwards through the 

lower abdominal fascia. The patient was keen to continue dialysis and accepted the 

enhanced risk (two tunnels) of bilateral lower limb venous thrombosis and bacteremia.  

We present this interesting image Figure 1 (abdominal X-ray), demonstrating bilateral 

Figure 1 Abdominal X-ray.

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l J
ou

rn
al

 o
f N

ep
hr

ol
og

y 
an

d 
R

en
ov

as
cu

la
r 

D
is

ea
se

 d
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//w

w
w

.d
ov

ep
re

ss
.c

om
/

F
or

 p
er

so
na

l u
se

 o
nl

y.

www.dovepress.com
www.dovepress.com
www.dovepress.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.2147/IJNRD.S25687
mailto:will22@doctors.org.uk


International Journal of Nephrology and Renovascular Disease

Publish your work in this journal

Submit your manuscript here: http://www.dovepress.com/international-journal-of-nephrology-and-renovascular-disease-journal

The International Journal of Nephrology and Renovascular Disease is 
an international, peer-reviewed open-access journal focusing on the 
pathophysiology of the kidney and vascular supply. Epidemiology, screen-
ing, diagnosis, and treatment interventions are covered as well as basic 
science, biochemical and immunological studies. The journal welcomes 

original research, clinical studies, reviews & evaluations, expert opinion and 
commentary, case reports and extended reports. The manuscript manage-
ment system is completely online and includes a very quick and fair peer-
review system, which is all easy to use. Visit http://www.dovepress.com/ 
testimonials.php to read real quotes from published authors.

 International Journal of Nephrology and Renovascular Disease 2011:4submit your manuscript | www.dovepress.com

Dovepress 

Dovepress

Dovepress

138

Hinchliffe et al

cuffed tunneled femoral dialysis access; concurrent vascular 

ectopic calcification and the presence of a left iliac stent. 

We understand this to be, the first medical image in the 

world literature of  bilateral cuffed femoral dialysis catheters 

in situ – an unlikely clinical situation.
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