Supplementary Table 1. Primers of Alas2, Creb5, Hba-a1/2, and β-actin.
	Gene 
	Forward
	Reverse

	Alas2
	CTATTTGGGCATAAGCAGACAC
	TTCAAGCTCCACATGAAACTTG

	Creb5
	GCAGCGTTGTGATTCAGCAAGC
	TCTGGCGGTTGGTGGAAGGAG

	Hba-a1/2
	CCACCACCCTGCCGATTTCAC
	CAGCTTAACGGTACTTGGAGGTCAG


	β-actin
	AGAGGGAAATCGTGCGTGAC
	CAATAGTGATGACCTGGCCGT


Supplementary Table 2. Therapeutic effects of commonly used traditional Chinese medicines on DKD.

	Prescription
	Effects 

	WenPi Tang
	Wen Pi Tang treatment (50, 100, and 200 mg/kg BW, daily for 15 weeks) in male Wistar rats with DN induced by streptozotocin significantly decreases FBG, BUN, serum TG, thiobarbituric acid reactive substances (TBARS), mesangial matrix dilation, glomerulosclerosis, and renal lesions. 

	Danhong Injection
	Danhong injection (5 mL/kg BW, daily for 14 weeks) in db/db/ mice improves renal function mice by decreasing mesangial matrix dilation, AGEs, VEGF-A, and fibronectin levels. The renal protective effect is mediated by inducing AMPKa/p-AMPKa expression, which functions in glucose metabolism and energy consumption.

	Naoxintong Capsule
	Naoxintong capsules have renal protective effects against DN in db/db mice. These capsules increase the expression of AMPKa and p-AMPKa in the liver, thereby increasing the expression of GLUT4 in skeletal muscle, enhancing glucose uptake and metabolism, and decreasing kidney damage caused by hyperglycemia.

	Huangqi Decoction
	Huangqi injection (1.08, 0.36, and 0.12 g/kg BW, daily for 14 weeks) alleviates renal dysfunction in db/db mice; decreases SCr, BUN, and urinary albumin; increases GFR; and inhibits degradation of glomerular capillary basement membrane, expansion of mesangial matrix, and disruption of the tubular lumen. 


