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Supplementary Table 1: Search strategies and searching date for each database searched 
	Search strategy
	Date searched
	Search No.
	Query/search 
	Result

	PubMed
	12/05/2022
	1
	"Health literacy"[mesh] (Filters applied :Full text, English) 
	7319

	
	
	2
	"Health literacy"[tiab]    ( >> )
	10889 

	
	
	3
	"Health literacy"[mesh] OR "Health literacy"[tiab]  ( >> )
	13194

	
	
	4
	  Ethiopia
	25366

	
	
	5
	("Health literacy"[mesh] OR "Health literacy"[tiab]) AND (Ethiopia)  ( >> ) 
	46

	CINAHL
	19/05/2022
	S1
	"Health Literacy"
	5428

	
	
	S2
	Ethiopia
	5,793

	
	
	S3
	S1 AND S2
	8

	PLOS GPH 
	04/06/2022
	1
	"Health literacy"
	2,312

	
	
	2
	Ethiopia
	8,326 

	
	
	3
	"Health literacy" AND Ethiopia
	334

	JBI EBP
	22/06/2022
	1
	“Health literacy” [Ovid, full text] (keyword) 
	4955 

	
	
	2
	Ethiopia [Ovid, full text] (keyword) 
	1887

	
	
	3
	1 and 2 
	30

	DOAJ
	11/07/2022
	1
	"Health Literacy" (All fields)
	3,912    (articles)

	
	
	2
	Ethiopia (All fields)
	20,124  (articles)

	
	
	3
	"Health literacy" AND Ethiopia (All fields)
	20        (articles)

	AIM
	23/07/2022
	
	Health literacy and Ethiopia	
	3

	AJOL
	13/08/2022
	
	“Health literacy” and Ethiopia
	76

	Google Scholar
	Up to Sep. 9, 2022
	
	Health literacy and Ethiopia
	26



Supplementary Table 2: Data extraction tool
	Paper/study information

	Title of the study
	

	Author(s) of the study
	

	Year of its publication
	

	Region/state where the study was conducted 
	

	Study aim/objective
	

	Study setting
	

	Type of the study (study design and method)
	

	Study population
	

	Participants selection process
	

	Details about participants ( age, gender, and number) 
	

	Concept (health literacy)
	

	Measures of health literacy
	

	Key findings of the study
	





Supplementary 3: Studies excluded with reasons (n=176)
Not exclusively focused on Ethiopian population (n=2)
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2. MCCLINTOCK, H. F., ALBER, J. M., SCHRAUBEN, S. J., MAZZOLA, C. M. & WIEBE, D. J. 2020. Constructing a measure of health literacy in Sub-Saharan African countries. Health promotion international, 35, 907-915.
Asssessed literacy not health literacy (n=4)
3. AWGICHEW, S. & SEYOUM, Y. 2017. Integrated functional adult literacy: Existing practices and challenges in Eastern Ethiopia. International Journal of Education and Literacy Studies, 5, 86-97.
4. GELANA, G. 2014. An assessment of Ethiopia’s progress towards attaining integrated functional adult literacy. Bahir Dar journal of education, 14.
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Concerned with health-related knowledge but did not include/mention/measure the concept of health literacy (n=148)
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