Figure S1. Flowchart of patient selection process.
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Abbreviations: AECOPD, acute exacerbation of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.
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Lost to follow-up
n=3 (2.4%)

v

Exclusion n=293 (69.9%)

having an exacerbation history within the
previous 1 year (n=91)

having radiographic evidence of
pneumonia at the time of admission (n=52)
having coexisting chronic respiratory
diseases, including asthma,
bronchiectasis, tuberculosis, lung cancer,
and interstitial lung disease, as well as
immune system diseases such as
rheumatoid arthritis, gout, and
osteoarthritis (n=68)

having been treated with systemic
corticosteroids before the blood sample
collection (n=31)

having cognitive disorders, liver
dysfunction, renal failure, or other severe
organ dysfunctions (n=25)

dying during hospitalization (n=23)
refusing to provide voluntary informed
consent (n=3)




