Supplemental Table. Additional representative quotes supporting qualitative themes of treatment decision-making considerations for advanced prostate cancer.
	Theme 
	Patient Quote

	Confidence in physician’s expertise
	“I just relied on [the doctor’s] expert opinion. Knowing that they had all the background facts and they said this is the way you should probably go [for treatment].”

	
	“But I liked [my doctor]. We talked. I did whatever she said, and that gets me up to the treatment.”

	
	“I mean, [my doctor has] had the training to do it, which I haven’t. You should leave every person to their own trade.”

	Eliminating cancer
	“I wanted the cancer out of my body.”

	
	“Well just the idea of cancer, I’d do anything to just get rid of it.”

	
	“The driving factor in that [treatment] choice was just like the rest of these guys. I want the cancer gone.”

	Prolonging survival
	“That’s our goal, to make it to our 50th anniversary. We’re at 45 now.”

	
	“[The treatment] won’t cure [the cancer], but it can contain it [and] therefore extend [my] quality of life.”

	
	“You can just slow [the cancer] down, that’s what you do with the hormones.”

	Quality of life
	“If I’m not viable and [can’t] get up and do what I do, 9 months, 6 months, 3 months [of survival] isn’t going to make a difference to me.”

	
	“I told Dr. X, ‘I’m not concerned about the longevity. I’ve got a bag packed. I’m ready to go when the Lord says so… I’m not afraid to die.’”

	
	“I’d rather have a good quality of life. But [if I can’t have a good quality of life], I’d rather have a bad quality of life and be alive than have no quality of life at all. And I haven’t had to face those decisions so I don’t know how you would work that out because…I just don’t know.”

	Side effects 

	
	“I can no longer say, ‘Okay I’ll do this [activity or] do that [activity],’ which I’d like to do. I get so damn tired all the time. And I love being outside doing different things outside. I love to do things outside.”

	
	“You have to get a little skeptical [about side effects], like I am. [My treatment team] said there would be less side effects, that [it would probably be a] few years…before you lost your libido. I didn’t read that last part closely.”

	Pain relief
	“I became so debilitated [by pain] because I couldn’t walk after the surgery on the spine and everything. I think my whole motivation was to try to get myself back up.”

	
	“[My doctor] had some alternative suggestions for relieving the pain. So, we set up a conference for the next month to see how that goes.”

	
	“That [drug] seems to help, but it doesn’t help absolutely. I always have some pain.”

	Treatment efficacy
	“The first thing I looked at was that standard treatment was not going to do you much good.”

	
	“Now the decision-making process is about a couple of things. First of all, is the treatment going to be effective in any way?”

	
	“So, the answer is you just take each step at a time and take what they throw at you. Hopefully they’ll get [a treatment] that’ll have a little longer life cycle to it.”

	Financial constraints
	“And the real problem is, you’re trying to figure out what sequence of treatment to do, and you’re restricted by what the insurance company will pay for.”

	
	“So, [my doctor] tried to get [the treatment] through [insurance]. The insurance company refused.”

	Treatment accessibility/ convenience
	“I could…go down [to the treatment center], take my radiation, and come back [home] on Friday. I did that for 7 weeks.”

	Fastest treatment
	“I didn’t have a lot of time to sit around and think about [which treatment to choose].”

	
	“At least I didn’t think I had 6 months [to choose a treatment]. So, you kind of take one thing after the other off the table and you’re left with, what I felt was the right choice.”

	Decision regret
	“Why wouldn’t I [start the drug trial]? When I started off, I didn’t know what the outcome would be, but I thought I could help other people down the road.”




14

