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Dear editor

I read the comments of Marta Lopez Lopez—Cepero et al on our publication regarding the pharmacogenetic diagnostic
service in oncology.! The issue they raised is indeed important, and we share their concern, ie that the possibility that
DPYD genotyping is sometimes not performed in time may compromise the efficacy and safety of treatment. We think
that to minimize this risk it is important that there is close collaboration and communication between clinicians and the
laboratory; it is necessary that the test request is planned in advance, in order to have the result before starting therapy,
also respecting the turnaround time (TAT) of the test, or should an emergency arise, that the clinician alerts the laboratory
immediately, such that the test within the required time. In our clinical practice, the TAT of DPYD genotyping is 10
working days, unless further investigations are necessary or unless technical problems occur, and in most cases the result
is provided before this deadline, especially in emergency cases. In particular, the average number of days to obtain
genotyping results was 4+3 (mean + standard deviation) for 2017, 2018 and 2019; 5+3 for 2020 and 6+3 for 2021. This is
made possible by the methodology of the test consisting of the detection of known variants using Real-Time PCR
methods, therefore a rapid and easy-to-use assay. As stated in our publication, choosing the most appropriate technology
is essential not only for accurate genotyping but also to optimise time in small to medium-sized laboratories.

We absolutely agree with the conclusion of the authors, that

there is a need for increased awareness among oncologists regarding the significance of the test, as much as, develop resources
available to support clinicians to implement this testing in their practice;

In fact, as highlighted in the Europe-wide survey conducted by “The Working Group on the Implementation of DPD-
deficiency Testing in Europe”,” the major hurdles to the implementation of DPD deficiency testing include lack of
reimbursement, poor knowledge and consideration by oncologists (medical oncologists do not always understand how to
interpret and apply pharmacogenetic results in clinical practice) and absence of clear guidelines. So, also in this perspective,

the concept of the importance of collaboration between clinicians and the laboratory, underlined before, returns.

Disclosure
The authors declare no conflict of interest in this communication.

Pharmacogenomics and Personalized Medicine 2024:17 51-52 51
Received: 22 December 2023 © 2024 Montrasio et al. This work is published and licensed by Dove Medical Press Limited. The full terms of this license are available at https://www.dovepress.com/
AT terms.php and incorporate the Creative Commons Attribution — Non Commercial (unported, v3.0) License (http:/creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). By accessing

Accepted: 9 January 2024
Published: 30 January 2024

the work you hereby accept the Terms. Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted without any further permission from Dove Medical Press Limited, provided the work is properly attributed.
For permission for commercial use of this work, please see paragraphs 4.2 and 5 of our Terms (https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php).


http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8276-3663
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2837-5248
http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com

Montrasio et al Dove

References

1. Montrasio C, Cheli S, Clementi E. Pharmacogenetic practice of anticancer drugs: multiple approaches for an accurate and comprehensive
genotyping. Pharmgenomics Pers Med. 2023;16:739-746. doi:10.2147/PGPM.S412430

2. de With M, Sadlon A, Cecchin E, et al.; The Working Group on the Implementation of DPD-deficiency Testing in Europe. Implementation of
dihydropyrimidine dehydrogenase deficiency testing in Europe. ESMO Open. 2023;8(2):101197. doi:10.1016/j.esmo00p.2023.101197

Dove Medical Press encourages responsible, free and frank academic debate. The contentTxt of the Pharmacogenomics and Personalized Medicine ‘letters to the editor’ section does not
necessarily represent the views of Dove Medical Press, its officers, agents, employees, related entities or the Pharmacogenomics and Personalized Medicine editors. While all reasonable
steps have been taken to confirm the contentTxt of each letter, Dove Medical Press accepts no liability in respect of the contentTxt of any letter, nor is it responsible for the contentTxt
and accuracy of any letter to the editor.

Pharmacogenomics and Personalized Medicine Dove

Publish your work in this journal

Pharmacogenomics and Personalized Medicine is an international, peer-reviewed, open access journal characterizing the influence of genotype
on pharmacology leading to the development of personalized treatment programs and individualized drug selection for improved safety,
efficacy and sustainability. This journal is indexed on the American Chemical Society’s Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS). The manuscript
management system is completely online and includes a very quick and fair peer-review system, which is all easy to use. Visit http://www.
dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real quotes from published authors.

Submit your manuscript here: https://www.dovepress.com/pharmacogenomics-and-personalized-medicine-journal

https:

52 n W in u Dove Pharmacogenomics and Personalized Medicine 2024:17


https://doi.org/10.2147/PGPM.S412430
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esmoop.2023.101197
https://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
https://www.facebook.com/DoveMedicalPress/
https://twitter.com/dovepress
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dove-medical-press
https://www.youtube.com/user/dovepress
https://www.dovepress.com
https://www.dovepress.com

	Dear editor
	Disclosure

