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Background: Local anaesthetics are medications that cause numbness that can be reversed by applying them topically. Local
anaesthetics are clinically used to control pain during minor surgeries or to treat other acute and chronic pain. The present investigation
intended to investigate the anesthetic as well as analgesic potential of Injection Harsha 22, a novel polyherbal formulation in Wistar
albino rats.

Methods: The anesthetic potential of Injection Harsha 22 was evaluated by a heat tail-flick latency (TFL) test, whereas the analgesic
effect was elevated by electrical stimulation testing. Here, lignocaine (2%) was used as the standard anesthetic drug.

Results: In TFL, Injection Harsha 22 showed anesthetic effects up to 90 minutes after application. Also, the duration of anesthesia in
rats that were administered subcutaneously with Injection Harsha 22 was comparable to that of the rats treated with commercial
lignocaine (2%). In an electrical stimulation test, single administration of Injection Harsha 22 to rats significantly prolonged analgesia
compared with the normal control group. The median duration of analgesia in rats administered subcutaneously with Injection Harsha
22 and lignocaine solution was 40 minutes and 35 minutes, respectively. Furthermore, Injection Harsha 22 does not interfere with the
hematopoietic system of the experiment animals.

Conclusion: Thus, the present investigation established the in vivo anesthetic and analgesic potential of Injection Harsha 22 in
experimental animals. Hence, it can be concluded that Injection Harsha 22 can become a prominent substitute for lignocaine as a local
anaesthetic agent after establishing its efficacy through stringent clinical trials in humans.
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Introduction

One of the most dominant and challenging aspects of performing the various surgical procedures is pain control.
Surgeons used anaesthetics to control pain to reduce the likelihood of experiencing discomfort or severe pain during
restorative and surgical procedures.' Hence, anesthetic drugs play a pivotal role in surgical procedures. In 2020, the
Central Council of Indian Medicine issued a notification mandating that postgraduate students of two Ayurvedic
programs (Shalya Tantra and Shalakya Tantra) be educated in multiple categories of modern surgeries as part of their
curricula. This triggered a country-wide argument. Immediately, the modern doctors questioned how Ayurvedic surgeons
would ensure anaesthesia for their patients and also handle complications during surgeries. The job of medicines is to
help surgeries in three ways: anaesthesia, antibiotics and analgesics. Modern medicine performed admirably in this role,
but not without disturbing and detrimental side effects associated with the medicines. Unfortunately, ayurvedic practi-
tioners currently lack effective anaesthetic agents to carry out the surgical procedures safely and effectively. In the

current scenario, ayurvedic professionals mandate a perfect, safe anaesthetic agent, as well as antimicrobial and wound

Journal of Experimental Pharmacology 2023:15 149-161 149
Received: 21 December 2022 © 2023 Sasidharan et al. This work is published and licensed by Dove Medical Press Limited. The full terms of this license are available at https://www.dovepress.com/
Accepted: 7 March 2023 AT terms.php and incorporate the Creative Commons Attribution — Non Commercial (unported, v3.0) License (http:/creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). By accessing

the work you hereby accept the Terms. Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted without any further permission from Dove Medical Press Limited, provided the work is properly attributed.
For permission for commercial use of this work, please see paragraphs 4.2 and 5 of our Terms (https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php).

Published: 27 March 2023


http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1670-3638
http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com

Sasidharan et al Dove

healing drugs, in order to carry out surgeries smoothly. Regretfully, Ayurveda does not offer an ideal anaesthetic agent or
antibiotics for performing the procedure effectively.” Besides that, when performing surgeries, ayurvedic professionals
mostly rely on modern medicine.

To overcome the aforementioned problem, the Pankajakasthuri Herbal Research Foundation launched a project to
develop a novel herbal-based anaesthetic agent (injection and gel) as a supporting aid for Ayurvedic professionals to
conduct surgical procedures. Through an intense research activity, Pankajakasthuri Herbal Research Foundation devel-
oped Injection Harsha 22, a polyherbal anesthetic formulation. The safety profile of the Injection Harsha 22 was
established through the animal study.’

The Injection Harsha 22 was formulated using the hydroalcoholic extracts of herbs like Syzygium aromaticum,
Myristica fragrans, Aconitum heterophyllum, Aconitum chasmanthum and Nardostachys jatamansi in injectable form.
The essential oil from Syzygium aromaticum, one of the major ingredients in the anaesthetic formulation, is an effective,
local and natural anaesthetic. In research studies, S. aromaticum oil was used to immobilize fish while managing, sorting,
tagging, performing artificial reproduction procedures and surgery as well as to overwhelm sensory systems during
various invasive procedures.* M. fragrans essential oil is extremely effective in pain relief. Further, it is also reported to
show anti-inflammatory and analgesic properties.” In addition to this, it can be suggested as a relevant, economically
advantageous and easily accessible anesthetic agent for fish.® Furthermore, these two plants were rich with eugenol,
which is well reported for its local anesthetic and analgesic activity. In addition to this, most of the ingredients used for
the preparation of herbal anaesthetic are reported to have analgesic, antimicrobial and wound healing properties.

Aconitine is the primary bioactive and secondary metabolite alkaloid of Aconitum species, including 4. heterophyllum
and A4. chasmanthum, and accounts for more than 60% of the total diester-diterpenoid alkaloids. Aconitine was tested in
various pain models, and the results confirmed that it had significant analgesic effects in mouse pain models.” In addition
to this, intravenously administered Aconitum alkaloid samples to mice recorded significant anesthetic activity.®
N. jatamansi, a traditional medicinal plant frequently used to attenuate pain in Asia. (-)-Naringenin 4’,7-dimethyl
ether, a bioactive compound isolated from Nardostachys jatamansi, was also reported to have significant analgesic
activity in an animal experimental model.”

Thus, it is clear that the present formulation might have significant anesthetic as well as analgesic activity due to the
rich blend of extracts from the above-mentioned herbs and can act as an ideal local anesthetic agent that will aid in
performing mild surgeries and procedures. Furthermore, before proceeding with clinical studies, it is absolutely necessary
to establish the preclinical information and potential of the formulation. Furthermore, in vivo efficacy data is absolutely
essential for fulfilling all domestic and international regulatory guidelines regarding the product, which was intended for
use in humans. As a result, the current study aimed to evaluate the anaesthetic and analgesic efficacy of Injection Harsha
22 in Wistar albino rats.

Materials and Methods

Materials
Lignocaine hydrochloride, the standard drug used in the study, was purchased from Ozone international, Mumbai. All the
other chemicals and reagents used in this investigation were of analytical grade.

Collection and Authentication of Herbal Materials

The herbal materials selected for the present investigation, viz., S. aromaticum, M. fragrans, A. heterophyllum,
A. chasmanthum, and N. jatamansi were collected from authorized dealers and identified and authenticated by
Dr. R. Vijaya, Professor and Head, Department of Medicinal Plants, Pankajakasthuri Ayurveda Medical College and
PG Centre, Killy, Kattakada, Trivandrum, Kerala, India.

Extraction of Herbal Materials
The air-dried, coarsely powdered S. aromaticum, M. fragrans, A. heterophyllum, A. chasmanthum, and N. jatamansi were
separately subjected to maceration by placing in a stoppered macerating vessel with hydroalcoholic [water: ethanol
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(50:50)] as the extracting solvent. The extracts were separately weighed to obtain the extractive yield and stored in
airtight bottles at 4°C for final formulation of test drug.

Extraction of Essential Oils
Essential oil from S. aromaticum was obtained using the steam distillation technique.

Preparation of Aseptic Area

Before the preparation of Injection Harsha 22, the walls and floor of the aseptic room were thoroughly washed with
water, then disinfected by mopping with a 5% phenol solution. The bench was cleaned with 70% v/v isopropyl alcohol as
well as sprayed in the atmosphere. The UV lights were switched on for 30 min prior to formulation and filling to the vial.

Formulation of Injection Harsha 22

The final formulation was strictly performed under an aseptic condition in a sterile cleanroom to avoid microbial
contamination. First, each extract was carefully weighed and dissolved in sterile water for injection. This was subjected
to homogenization in a high-speed homogenizer at 5000 rpm for 15 min, followed by 3000 rpm for 15 min in order to
dissolve the extracts completely in the water. Next, it was subjected to ultrasonication for 75 minutes. The solution thus
obtained was subjected to membrane filtration, first through a 0.45 pm membrane filter and then through a 0.22 pm
membrane filter to obtain the “water phase”. Finally, oil phase (S. aromaticum oil) was added to the water phase and
subjected to emulsification using a high-speed homogenizer. During the emulsification process, the first water phase was
added to the homogenizer and subjected to thorough mixing at 700 rpm. Subsequently, the oil phase was added and
allowed to mix completely with the water phase. Then, the mixing speed was increased to 1500 rpm to obtain creamy
brown free-flowing liquid.

Aseptic Filtration

After formulation, Injection Harsha 22 was sterilized by filtration through 0.22 pum disposable membrane filter. The
membrane filtration assembly fitted with the membrane filter was sterilized previously in the autoclave (Labline Pvt. Ltd.,
Delhi, India) at 121°C and 15 Lbs pressure for 15 minutes.

Aseptic Filling and Packing

After filtration, the preparations were filled with 2 mL volume in vials and packed by sterilised air tight rubber closure
and sealed with sterile aluminium caps. The final packed vials were terminally sterilized by autoclaving at 121°C and 15
Lbs pressure for 15 minutes.

Sterility Testing

Sterility is the important parameter for parenteral drug; hence, we subjected the sterility test of Injection Harsha 22.
Sterility testing must be performed for aerobic and anaerobic bacteria and fungi by using fluid thioglycolate medium and
soya bean-casein digest media under aseptic conditions. The 1 mL sterile formulation was taken and diluted with 100 mL
sterile water for injection. This was followed by the addition of 5 mL of solution to each medium and incubation for at
least 14 days at 20-25°C in the fluid thioglycolate medium and at 20-25°C in the soybean casein digest medium to detect
the growth of any microorganisms in the formulation.

Care, Maintenance and Ethical Approval

Wistar albino rats of both sexes, aged 8 to 12 weeks and weighing 200-250 g, were obtained from the in-house breeding
centre of the small animal house of CARe KERALAM Ltd., Koratty, Thrissur, Kerala, India. The rats were acclimatized
for 2 weeks under natural light—dark cycles. The rats were then housed in standard laboratory conditions, including an
air-conditioned environment with adequate fresh air supply via the IVC system (air changes 15 per hour), a room
temperature of 22 to 24°C, a relative humidity of 65-70%, and a 12-hour light/dark cycle. The temperature and relative
humidity were documented daily. The experimental rats were fed ad libitum throughout the acclimatization and study
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periods. Pelletized laboratory rodent feed (produced by the Feed Plant of the School of Animal Nutrition and Feed
Technology, Kerala Veterinary & Animal Sciences University, Kerala, India) was provided throughout the study period.
The study proposal was endorsed by the Institutional Animal Ethics Committee (IAEC) of CARe KERALAM Ltd.
[CKL/TOX/IAEC/2021-2/158].

Evaluation of the in vivo Anesthetic Effect Through Radiant Heat Tail-Flick Latency
(TFL) Test

The in vivo anaesthetic effect of Injection Harsha 22 was assessed using the radiant heat tail-flick latency (TFL) test.'”
Wistar Albino rats were placed in transparent polypropylene chambers without any pre-medication, and then the middle
regions of their tails were exposed to a thermal source. TFL is the time lapse between the onset of stimulus application
and the animals moving their tails away from the thermal source.''"'> TFL represents the rat’s sensitivity towards the
temperature. In order to measure the local anesthetic effects on normal skin, treatments were administered subcuta-
neously to the rat tail by application of drug or vehicle solutions in the distal portion of the tail (3 cm).

Animals were treated in the following manner (4 animals in each group): Group 1 — Control, dose is 0.9% normal
saline, 0.05 mL subcutaneous route; Group 2 — Test, dose is injection Harsha 22, 0.05 mL subcutaneous route; Group 3 —
Standard, dose is standard lignocaine 2% w/v, 0.05 mL subcutaneous route.

Tail flick latencies were measured immediately following application and at 10-minute intervals using a Tail flick
analgesiometer (Dolphin Pharmacy Instruments (p) Ltd.). Each rat’s baseline TFL was determined one day before the
experiment. Animals with a basic value of 5 seconds were not included. Based on the red-hot appearance of the metal
wire connecting the two electric terminals, the current intensity was set at 75. Injection Harsha 22 (Test), Lignocaine 2%
(Standard), and 0.9% normal saline (Control) were applied in turn to the rats’ tails, which were placed in a perspex case,
with the ventral surface of the distal 5-6 cm of the tail placed over a 0.5 cm hole, beneath which a heated wire was placed
(thermal stimulus).

The maximum possible effects (MPEs) were calculated using the following formula:

Test latency — Baseline latency)

100
(Cutoff time Baseline latency)

MPE (%) = (
The mean of three different measurements taken at 10-minute intervals was used to calculate the baseline latency.

Induction of Local Anaesthesia by Injection Harsha 22
Injection Harsha 22 was administered into the tail base, linea alba, left paralumbar and right paralumbar regions of the
rats (Figure 1). To verify the local anaesthetic potential, each Injection Harsha 22 infiltrated site was pricked three times

. . . . . . . . . 13
ten minutes after administration for pain sensation scoring using a numerical rank score.

Analgesic Activity

The electrical stimulation testing was used to find out the analgesia in animals and humans during an in vivo analgesia
duration test.'* Analgesia was tested using a current generator and a vocal response to electrical stimulation (starting at 1
mA and increasing to a maximum of 8 mA) at the skin area directly overlying the abdomen at the injection site. The
experimental rats’ abdominal hair was shaved, and they were thoroughly screened preceding to injection of test drug to
establish their vocalization threshold, or the current required to produce a vocalization response.

Animals were treated in the following manner: (6 animals in each group): Group 1 — Control, dose is 0.9% normal
saline, 0.05 mL subcutaneous route; Group 2 — Test, dose is injection Harsha 22, 0.05 mL subcutaneous route; Group 3 —
Standard, dose is local anesthetic lignocaine 2% injection, 0.05 mL subcutaneous route.

Injection Harsha 22, lignocaine (2%), and normal saline (0.9%) were injected subcutaneously on the abdomens of the
experimental rats, and analgesia was determined at fixed time intervals (5, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, and 70 min). If all of the
rats in one group did not vocalize in response to electrical stimulation at 2 mA above threshold, it indicates 100%
analgesia; if half of the rats in one group vocalized in response to electrical stimulation, it indicates 50% analgesia; and if
all of the rats in one group vocalized in response to electrical stimulation, it indicates 0% analgesia (no analgesic effect).
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Figure | The four anatomical sites selected for administering the Injection Harsha 22.

Hematological Index

For the haematological analyses, blood samples were collected from the retro-orbital sinus of the rats into clean test tubes
containing EDTA 24 h after the completion of the study. The haematological index of rats was measured at the end of the
drug administration period. Standard haematological and biochemistry tests were used to identify haematological
parameters, enzymes, substrates, and metabolic products. Red blood cell count, white blood cell count, lymphocyte
count, granulocyte count, haemoglobin, hematocrit, and platelet count were the indicators used to find out the hemato-

logical index of rats.
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Serum Biochemical Index

Blood samples were collected from the retro-orbital sinus of the rats 24 h after the completion of the study, centrifuged
for 10 minutes at 4000 rpm at 4°C, and stored at 20°C. The blood biochemical index of rats in each group was measured
at the end of the drug administration period. Alanine aminotransferase (ALT), aspartate aminotransferase (AST), alkaline
phosphatase (ALP), total protein, serum albumin, total bilirubin, urea, creatinine, uric acid, total protein, total cholesterol,
triglyceride, HDL, VLDL, and LDL were the main biochemical indicators.

Statistical Analysis

The significance of the results was determined using one-way ANOVA with Dunnets post-test. The statistical significance
level was set at p<0.05. GraphPad Prism, version 5.0, was used for all statistical analysis. The areas under the number of
flinches against time curves (AUC) were calculated by the trapezoidal rule.

Results

Sterility Testing

The Injection Harsha 22 was evaluated for its sterility test by using fluid thioglycolate and soya bean casein digest
medium to check the growth of any microorganism in the respective mediums after the incubation period. From
the results, it was found that Injection Harsha 22 recorded no growth of any bacteria or fungi at the end of
incubation period. Hence, all the formulations are sterile and found to be free from microorganisms and the results

are shown in Table 1.

Tail Flick Latency Test Demonstrated Excellent Anesthetic Effect of Injection Harsha 22
In vivo anesthetic effect of Injection Harsha 22 was studied in Wistar albino rats by Tail flick latency test. Tail flick
latency obtained from control and treatment groups is shown in Figure 2. The highest reaction time for the Injection
Harsha 22 and test group was 10.0 sec at 10 min, while it was 2.8 sec for control group. At all-time points, the tail-flick
latency time of Harsha 22 and test group recorded almost similar reaction time. Rats treated with normal saline (negative
control) did not show any significant difference in the reaction time on tail-flick throughout the 60 min observation. Also,
the duration of anesthesia in rats that were administrated subcutaneously with Injection Harsha 22 was comparable to that
of the rats treated with commercial 2% lignocaine (Figure 2).

Figure 3A depicts the %MPE and total anesthesia, given by the area under the curve for each group (Figure 3B). The
findings indicated that subcutaneous administration of Injection Harsha 22 on rat tail led to significant increase in TFL
(»<0.001) when compared to the rats in the control group. Injection Harsha 22 had an anaesthetic effect up to 90 minutes
after application. The % MPE in the test group increased rapidly and then progressively recovered to its baseline level, as
in the control group. In contrast, the % MPE in the control group remained nearly stable. In both the %MPE and area
under the curve parameters, the Injection Harsha 22 displayed an anesthetic effect comparable to that of standard 2%
lignocaine. The AUC for all treatment groups was statistically higher (p<0.001) than for the normal control group. Up
(Figure 3B). No statistically significant difference was recorded in the AUC between Injection Harsha 22 and standard
lignocaine used in the present investigation.

Table | Sterility Test Result of Injection Harsha 22

Media Tested Presence or Absence of Microbes
Fluid thioglycolate Absent
Soya bean casein digest medium Absent
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Figure 2 Tail flick latencies of rats after treatment with Injection Harsha 22 at different time intervals. Here Control: Normal saline, Test- Injection Harsha 22 and Standard-
Lignocaine.

Local Anesthetic

Table 2 shows the pain sensation scoring used to assess the local anaesthetic potential of Injection Harsha 22. Loss of
pain sensation that lasted for 1 h was significantly higher (p < 0.05) at all four anatomical sites: the tail, linea alba, left
paralumbar and right paralumbar regions, in comparison with the pre-treatment sensation test.

Analgesic Activity

The outcome of in vivo analgesia duration using electrical stimulation test in rats is depicted in Figure 4. The results
clearly indicated that a single administration of Injection Harsha 22 to rats provided significantly prolonged analgesia
compared with the normal control group. The analgesic effect of Injection Harsha 22 was evident within 5 min following
subcutaneous administration. In addition to this, the effect reached maximum at 5 min (100%) and remain constant up to
30 min. The lignocaine also showed similar analgesic effect, beginning at 5. For Injection Harsha 22, the analgesic effect
gradually decreased towards 40 min (50%). With reference to MPA value, the Injection Harsha 22 demonstrated stronger
analgesic activity than the standard lignocaine.

The median duration of analgesia in rats administered with subcutaneous injections of Injection Harsha 2 and
lignocaine 2% solution was 40 minutes and 35 minutes, respectively. The percentage of animals with analgesia was
evaluated by measuring vocal response to the electrical stimulation and it showed a significant difference (»<0.05) among
the Injection Harsha 2 (test) and lignocaine (standard) group rats when compared with the rats in the normal control
group. However, there was no significant difference in vocalization response among the test group animals when
compared with standard drug treated animals.

Hematological and Serum Biochemistry Parameters
There were no significant differences in haematological and serum biochemical parameters between Injection Harsha 22
treated and control rats (Tables 3—5). All the values in the treatment group as well as the control group were within the

normal range.
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Figure 3 (A) Maximum possible effects - MPE (%) and (B) Area under the curve (AUC) of treatment groups at different time intervals. Here Control: Normal saline, Test-
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Discussion

Local anesthetics are used by many healthcare professionals, including anesthesiologists, primary care providers,
emergency department physicians, surgeons to treat painful conditions, avoid pain during a surgical procedure or
operation, or relieve pain after surgery. Mepivacaine, lidocaine, etidocaine, bupivacaine, and other local anaesthetics

are commonly used in clinical practice by modern medicine. Unfortunately, ayurvedic professionals lack effective
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Table 2 Ranking of Analgesia at Different Anatomical Sites Anaesthetized with Injection Harsha 22. Data
are of 3 Replicates + SEM; 0-25 = No Analgesia; 25-50 = Low Analgesia; 50-75 = Moderate Analgesia; 75—
100 = High Analgesia

Groups Tail Left Paralumbar Right Paralumbar Linea Alba
Group |- Control 25+00 25+00 25+00 25+00
Group 2- Test 100+£00 91.67£14.43 100+00 75+00
Group 3- Standard 75+00 58.33%14.43 50+00 66.67+14.43

anesthetic and analgesic agents to carry out mild surgical procedures. As a result, our R&D team initiated a project to
develop a polyherbal anaesthetic agent that would make it easier for Ayurvedic professionals to perform surgical
procedures.

The present polyherbal anesthetic agent, Injection Harsha 22 was formulated using S. aromaticum, M. fragrans,
A. heterophyllum, A. chasmanthum and N. jatamansi. From the literature review, it was clear that most of the herbs
selected for the formulation had been reported for anesthetic and analgesic activity earlier. The major ingredient used for
the formulation was S. aromaticum which had been reported earlier for anesthetic and analgesic activity.'>'® Eugenol, the
major compound present in S. aromaticum, is also reported to have anesthetic and analgesic activity.'”'® Another major
ingredient in the formulation was M. fragrans which was also reported to have anesthetic properties.® Eugenol is also
a major phytochemical present in M. fragrans. Aconitine, major compound present in both A. heterophyllum and
A. chasmanthum, was also reported to have anesthetic and analgesic activities.’

Local anesthetics derived from plant alkaloid have been successfully used in a wide range of situations to relieve and
control pain. The most widely recognized mode of action for local anesthetics is the interaction with voltage-gated Na"
channels to inhibit sensory and motor functions.?® Anesthetic molecules penetrate through the lipid barriers of nerve
sheaths and diffuse across the lipid bilayers of cell membranes so that they access the intracellular or cell-interior binding
sites on Na' channels embedded in membranes. Local anesthetics also diffuse into lipid bilayers and act on membrane-
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Figure 4 Percentage (%) of animals with analgesia after treatment. Here Control: Normal saline, Test- Injection Harsha 22 and Standard- Lignocaine.
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Table 3 Effect of Injection Harsha 22 on the Hematological Parameters in Experimental Groups

Groups WBC Lymphocytes Granulocytes Hemoglobin RBC Hematocrit (%) | Platelet Count
(10° Cells/uL) | (10° Cells/uL) | (10° Cells/uL) (g/dL) (103 Cells/uL) (103 Cells/uL)
Control 7.6+0.344 541620215 0.61620.174 15.2+0.308 8.05520.180 39.15£0.750 674.33£31.22
Test 7.3330.563 48330427 0.95+0.232 14.916+0.110 7.533£0.315 39.683+1.028 670+30.337
Standard |  8.016+0.443 5.78320.510 1.2£0.409 15.1£0.286 7.87620.193 39.233x1.082 710.16244.944

Note: Values are expressed as mean + SEM.

Table 4 Effect of Injection Harsha 22 on the Serum Lipid Profile

Groups Total Cholesterol (mg/dL) Triglycerides (mg/dL) HDL (mg/dL) VLDL (mg/dL) LDL (mg/dL)
Control 86.733+6.905 77.7+9.786 11.816+4.621 15.54+1.957 59.37+5.684
Test 100.783+8.759 69.74£9.723 24.45+4.952 13.94+1.944 100.783+8.759
Standard 102.3+£7.772 69.733+9.712 27.866%2.230 13.946+1.942 60.486+6.903836
Note: Values are expressed as mean + SEM.
Table 5 Effect of Injection Harsha 22 on the Serological Parameters in Experimental Groups
Groups AST ALT ALP Total Albumin Bilirubin Total Urea Creatinine Uric Acid
(VL) (VL) (U/L) Protein (g/dL) (mg/dL) (mg/dL) (mg/dL) (mg/dL)
(g/dL)
Control 125.16£6.439 35311237 243.16£23.76 7.2730.336 2.066+0.066 0.066+0.021 38.55£4.931 0.483+0.044 0.736+0.091
Test 119.45+6.047 42.18£0.69** 223.9113.724 6.736+0.128 1.9£0.036 0.15+0.034 42.566+2.33 0.491+0.030 0.703+0.041
Standard 122.2+6.327 41.95%0.676** 236.88+17.949 7.063+0.183 1.933+0.049 0.15+0.034 40.06+2.277 0.52+0.019 0.623+0.095

Notes: Values are expressed as mean+SEM. **p < 0.0] when compared with control Group.

constituting lipids, modifying the physicochemical properties of neuronal and cardiomyocyte membranes.?' Unlike
conventional local anesthetics to act on Na", K and Ca*" channels, neurotoxins specifically block voltage-gated Na*
channels,? so they should be an ideal local anesthetic. Natural neurotoxins, many of which belong to plant alkaloids,
potentially produce long-duration local anesthesia. Since plant the medicinal plants selected for the formulation of
Injection Harsha rich with terpenoids, alkaloids and flavonoids including eugenol, aconitine have amphiphilic structures
as well as local anaesthetics, these phytochemicals are expected to affect the activity of voltage gated Na" channels
through the common mechanisms.

Following the formulation of any herbal anesthetics, they should be tested in vivo to determine their efficacy in
experimental animals. Numerous procedures are employed to study the outcome of local anesthetic formulations, which
diverge in their clinical efficacy and durations.”® Evaluating the efficacy of local anaesthetics requires the ability to
precisely detect the quantum of pain relief attained after in vivo electrical stimulation, a method widely used to assess the
pain after applying any kind of anesthetic agent. Pain perception is made up of two major elements: sensory and reactive.
The sensory component is proportional to the nociceptive stimulus intensity. The affective, emotional responses to
painful sensations are referred to as the reactive component. Infringement stimulation uses a variety of methods,
including pinprick and forceps pinch, but the intensity of these methodologies is not always consistent.”* Furthermore,
they may cause skin damage in the animal, intern leads difficulty in evaluating the anesthetic potential of the test drugs.
In pain research, somatomotor signs in animals such as tail flick and autonomic disturbances elicited by a nociceptive
stimulus are thought to be indicators of “pain”.?® The TFL is the most common perspective technique for assessing the
severity of acute or chronic pain.?® It employs radiant heat to assess the pain threshold and the effect of anaesthesia as
well as to quantify the latency of the response to thermally noxious stimuli. Radiant heat is a type of constant

infringement stimulation that does not harm the skin when a proper cut-off time is used.?”"*®
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The present study demonstrated that subcutaneous application of Injection Harsha 22 on rat tails led to a noteworthy
upsurge in tail flick latency when compared to the rats in the control group and anesthetic effect persisted up to 90
minutes after application. The % MPE in the test group increased speedily and then progressively returned to the baseline
level. Also, the treatment with the Injection Harsha 22 had a statistically higher AUC than the normal control group.
There was no statistically significant difference in the anesthetic effect between Injection Harsha 22 and standard
lignocaine used.

Despite their ease of observation, most rodent somatomotor reflexes are poor predictors of the emotional component
of pain perception. The nociceptive stimulus-induced vocalization response is an effective measure of the affective
component of pain perception in animals.”* >’ Vocalization is a distinct behavior that can be induced by a wide range of
suprathreshold stimuli. Previous investigations mainly aimed at assessing the pharmacological parameters of pains
especially in rodents used the vocalization response as a parameter to improve the sensitivity of pain measurement
tests.>*° The vocal communication response in mice has been employed for the pharmacological assessment of the
analgesic effects of systemically administered drugs.*® In 1952, the method of applying electrical stimuli to mice’s tails
and the use of “squeaking” as a nociceptive marker were described to evaluate the analgesic effect of any test materials.?®
Grant et al demonstrated that the rodent vocalization response and subcutaneous injection of test drugs on the abdomen
can be used to assess the pharmacological properties of local anesthetic agents.'* Furthermore, this methodology is
a simple, dependable, and cost-effective method for evaluating local anaesthetics in vivo, and it has the potential to be an
important tool in the development of newer, safer, and more effective local anaesthetic formulations.

The outcomes from the current investigation recorded a noteworthy increase in the analgesia duration among the test
and standard treatment groups when related to the control (no treatment) group. There were no significant changes in
analgesia duration between the Injection Harsha 22 and lignocaine group.

The hematopoietic system is an important target for evaluating plant extract toxicity in animal models.*® Toxins
associated with the test drug can harm this system through indirect pathways, such as oxidative hemolysis in the
circulation and immunotoxic reactions with blood components.®' In our study, the values obtained from the hematolo-
gical and serum biochemical parameters of Injection Harsha 22 and control rat were similar. This clearly indicated that
Injection Harsha 22 did not interfere with the hematopoietic system. In addition to this, anemia, infection, and/or immune
system dysfunction are examples of conditions that could affect the normal values of hematopoietic system.*> Because
none of these conditions were recorded in the study, the Injection Harsha 22 can be concluded to be safe for

haematological parameters when used within this time frame.

Conclusion

The results of the radiated heat tail-flick latency (TFL) test and the in vivo analgesia duration test with electrical
stimulation indicated that the test material, Injection Harsha 22, had comparable local anaesthetic activity to that of
a commercially available lignocaine 2% formulation. Hence, it can be concluded that Injection Harsha 22 will become
a prominent substitute for lignocaine after establishing its efficacy through stringent clinical trials in humans. Since this
formulation is purely of herbal origin, it will be a great asset for the Ayurvedic professional in carrying out the surgical
procedures recommended by the Central Council of Indian Medicine.
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