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Objective: To evaluate the dynamic changes of lymphocytes following transarterial radioembolization (TARE) for hepatocellular
carcinoma (HCC) and their relationship to normal liver dose (NLD).
Materials and Methods: A total of 93 patients who underwent 102 treatments were retrospectively reviewed. Absolute lymphocyte
counts pretreatment and at 1, 3, 6, and 12 months were evaluated. Kaplan–Meier, Spearman correlation, receiver operating
characteristic (ROC) curve, and area under the curve (AUC) analyses were performed.
Results: The mean absolute lymphocyte count at baseline was 1.25 ± 0.79 103/µL which was significantly greater than 1 (0.71 ± 0.47
103/µL, p<0.0001), 3 (0.79 ± 0.77 103/µL, p=0.0003), and 6 (0.81 ± 0.44 103/µL, p=0.0001) months, but not significantly different
than 12 (0.92 ± 0.8 103/µL, p=0.12) months post treatment. There was a modest negative correlation between NLD and lymphocyte
count at 1 month (rho= −0.216, p=0.03), which strengthened at 3 months post treatment (rho= −0.342, p=0.008). AUC of ROC
analysis between absolute lymphocyte count ≤1 103/µL or >1 103/µL at 1, 3, 6, and 12 months post treatment was 0.625, 0.676, 0.560,
and 0.794, respectively. Univariate analysis of overall survival when separating patients by a lymphocyte count of ≤1 103/µL and >1
103/µL demonstrated a significant difference at 1 (HR: 0.56, 95% CI: 0.33–0.95, p=0.03), 3 (HR: 0.41, 95% CI: 0.18–0.94, p=0.035)
and 6 (HR: 0.36, 95% CI: 0.17–0.77, p=0.008) months post treatment, but not pretreatment or at 12 months.
Conclusion: NLD may correlate with lymphocyte depression at 1 and 3 months and lymphopenia may portend a worse overall
survival in the post treatment setting.
Keywords: hepatocellular carcinoma, transarterial radioembolization, lymphocytes

Introduction
Transarterial radioembolization (TARE) has become an accepted treatment option for hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC)
patients.1–3 However, our knowledge of dosimetry and its importance in clinical outcomes is still evolving.3–5 While
several studies have focused on tumor absorbed dose and how it relates to clinical outcomes,3,6,7 relatively few studies
have evaluated the relationship of normal liver dose (NLD) to toxicities.5,8

Lymphocytes are known to be radiosensitive, and the liver is known to be a hematopoietic organ.9 Given this, it is not
surprising that several studies have documented lymphocyte reduction following TARE.8,10–14 However, there is still lack
of detailed understanding of the dynamic changes in lymphocytes, how the changes relate to dose distribution, and if they
impact survival. These questions are of particular importance for several reasons. First, immunotherapy is a developing
HCC treatment15 and the ability to combine locoregional therapies and immunotherapy is of great interest with early
studies demonstrating reason to be hopeful.16,17 TARE is of particular interest as preclinical studies of external beam
radiation have suggested that higher doses of radiation to the tumor increase the likelihood of inducing a positive immune
response.18,19 Given the ability to achieve very high tumoral doses when treating with TARE, it would seem like an ideal
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candidate for synergistic treatment algorithms. However, if TARE depresses lymphocytes by too much this potential may
never be realized. Second, lymphopenia has been shown to correlate with poorer overall survival (OS) in some studies of
HCC patients.20 This raises the question as to whether inducing lymphopenia following TARE would portend worse
outcomes as well. Therefore, more data are needed on the dynamic changes of lymphocytes, as well as factors that may
predict these changes. For instance, the correlation between lymphocyte reduction and normal liver dose (NLD), tumoral
dose, perfused volume, and particle load is to this point unknown.

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the dynamic changes in lymphocytes following TARE, as well as determine
factors that may correlate with these changes, particularly how NLD affects these changes.

Materials and Methods
After receiving Institutional Review Board approval, all patients who underwent TARE between 1/1/2015 and 3/15/2020
were retrospectively reviewed. Inclusion criteria included having a post treatment single-photon emission computerized
tomography (SPECT) computed tomography (CT), having lymphocyte data available for at least pre and 1 month post
treatment time points, and being treated for HCC. Exclusion criteria included patients who had delivery from multiple
arteries at one time, were treated with radioembolization or other forms of radiation within a year of initial treatment, and
those who were initiated on systemic therapy within 1 year of treatment. In total 93 patients who were treated with 102
TARE treatments for HCC were included during the study period.

Transarterial Radioembolization Technique
TARE was performed in a manner similar to previously described techniques.1–3 However, in brief patients with HCC were
presented at a multi-disciplinary tumor board. If patients were not candidates for curative intent surgery or thermal ablation
they were considered for intra-arterial therapy. The choice of transarterial chemoembolization (TACE) or TARE was
ultimately at the discretion of the performing Interventional Radiologist. However, in general those with larger lesions and
with more aggressive features (infiltrative disease, portal vein tumor thrombus, etc) were more likely to undergo TARE.
Patients underwent a mapping procedure utilizing technetium-99m macro-aggregated albumin (Tc 99m MAA). Following Tc
99mMAAdelivery patients underwent a SPECTCT to determine distribution within the liver, lung shunt fraction, and if extra-
hepatic signal was present. The dose per patient was calculated at the performing Interventional Radiologist preference
utilizing a variety of dosimetry techniques, including body-surface area (BSA), Medical Internal Radiation Dose (MIRD),
partition, and a multi-compartment method, during the study period. Similarly, the target absorbed dose varied over the study
period. Patients returned within two weeks of mapping and the dose was delivered from the pre-determined location.
Following delivery patients underwent a post TARE bremsstrahlung SPECT CT.

Calculation of Tumor and Normal Tissue Dose
In order to calculate the absorbed dose Simplicit90y™ (Mirada Medical, Denver, CO) software was utilized. Pretreatment
dynamic contrast enhanced magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)s or CTs were used to draw 3D regions of interest (ROI) by
a single interventional radiologist with greater than 5 years of experience. The perfused volume, including the normal and
tumoral tissues were contorted using the lowest relevant isodose curve. The normal tissue was obtained by subtracting the
tumoral tissue from the total perfused volume. Co-registration was evaluated and adjusted to fit the anatomic structures within
the y90 bremsstrahlung SPECT CT and ensure accuracy. The activity delivered was calculated by measuring the predelivery
activity with a dose calibrator (Mirion Technologies Inc, Atlanta, GA) and subtracting the residual activity after delivery. The
activity was then entered in the Simplicit90y™ software. The lung shunt fraction was calculated using a standard planar
calculation method and this too was entered into the Simplicit90y™ software. Simplicit90y™ uses the following mathema-
tical formulas to reach the absorbed dose:

Dose to tumor:

Dt1 ¼
Apvi
Cpvi

� �
Ctnpv1

h i
X 50 X 1 � LSFð Þ X 1 � Rð Þ

pVt
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where Dt is the tumor absorbed dose in Gy, Apvi is the injected activity (GBq) of the perfused volume, Cpvi is the
number of counts in the perfused volume, Ctnpv1 is the number of counts in the intersection of tumor volume and
perfused volume (ie, counts in the segmented tumor volume), p is the tumor tissue density in kg/cm3, Vt is the volume of
the tumor in cm3, LSF is the lung shunt fraction, and R is the residual activity.

Dose to normal tissue:

Dnt ¼
Apvi
Cpvi

� �
Cntpv1

h i
X 50 X 1 � LSFð Þ X 1 � Rð Þ

pVnt

where Dnt is the normal tissue absorbed dose in Gy, Apvi is the injected activity (GBq) of the perfused volume, Cpvi is
the number of counts in the perfused volume, Cntpv1 is the number of counts in the intersection of normal tissue volume
and perfused volume i (ie, counts in the segmented normal tissue volume), p is the tumor tissue density in kg/cm3, Vnt is
the volume of the normal tissue in cm3, LSF is the lung shunt fraction, and R is the residual activity.

Variables Assessed
Patients lymphocyte counts at baseline as well as 1, 3, 6, and 12 months post procedure were collected. Lymphocyte
percentage was calculated by dividing the post treatment lymphocyte count by the pretreatment count. The lymphocyte
change was calculated by subtracting the pretreatment lymphocyte count from the post treatment count. Lymphocyte
change and lymphocyte percentage were calculated to provide greater detail in the dynamic change in lymphocytes.
Novel calculations of normal liver dose multiplied by perfused volume and normal liver dose divided by percent liver
treated (in decimal form) were also completed and evaluated. Overall survival was calculated as time from TARE to
death and censored for last known follow-up and transplant. The number of treatments available for lymphocyte analysis
at 1, 3, 6, and 12 months was 102, 59, 53, and 45, respectively.

Statistical Analysis
Quantitative variables are expressed as mean ± standard deviations or median followed by interquartile range (IQR).
Qualitative variables are expressed as frequencies followed by percentages in parentheses. Two-way T-test was used to
analyze continuous variables and Chi-Squared was utilized to evaluate categorical data. Kaplan-Meier analysis was
performed for overall survival and Cox regression was utilized to determine hazard ratios (HR). A Spearman Correlation
was utilized to evaluate the relationship of various factors to lymphocyte counts. A receiver operating characteristic
(ROC) curve analysis was performed and area under the curve (AUC) was reported. The ROC analysis was also utilized
to identify cut off points utilizing Youden’s index. To further evaluate the data cohorts were split by absolute lymphocyte
count ≤1 103/µL or >1 103/µL, consistent with prior studies.8 Similarly, they were separated by percent lymphocyte
reduction and lymphocyte change. R (Version 3.4.1, The R Foundation for Statistical Computing) was used for the
analysis and p-values of <0.05 were considered statistically significant.

Results
Demographic data can be found in Table 1. The mean age of the cohort was 64.6 ± 11.5 years and it included 78 (78/93,
83.9%) men and 15 (15/93, 16.2%) women. The mean absolute lymphocyte count at baseline was 1.25 ± 0.79 103/µL
which was significantly greater than 1 (0.71 ± 0.47 103/µL, p<0.0001), 3 (0.79 ± 0.77 103/µL, p=0.0003), and 6 (0.81 ±
0.44 103/µL, p=0.0001) months post treatment, but not significantly different than 12 months post treatment (0.92 ± 0.8
103/µL, p=0.12). Table 2 provides the dynamic changes in lymphocyte counts in terms of absolute lymphocyte count,
change in lymphocyte count, and percent change in lymphocytes.

Correlation Analysis
Table 3 demonstrates the Spearman correlation between NLD and lymphocytes. There was a modest negative correlation
between NLD and lymphocyte count at 1 month post treatment (rho= −0.216, p=0.03), which strengthened at 3 months
post treatment (rho= −0.342, p=0.008). However, at 6 months post treatment (rho= −0.191, p=0.17) and 12 months post
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Table 1 Demographic Data

Variable N=93 Patients and 102 Treatments

Age (years) 64.6 ± 11.5

Sex

Male 78 (78/93, 83.9%)

Female 15 (15/93, 16.2%)

Product

Glass 74 (74/102, 72.5%)

Resin 28 (28/102, 27.5%)

Activity delivered (mCi) 46.5 ± 22.9

MAA mapping based predicted

Normal liver dose (Gy) 111.7 ± 80.6

Tumoral dose (Gy) 289.6 ± 321

TNR 2.9 ± 2.7

Post delivery based realized

Normal liver dose (Gy) 116.7 ± 79.3

Tumoral dose (Gy) 294.3 ± 249.9

TNR 2.6 ± 1.4

Particle load 8,735,225 ± 8,099,547

MELD 10.4 ± 3.9

Child–Pugh 7 ± 1.5

Creatinine (mg/dL) 1.1 ± 0.8

Total bilirubin (mg/dL) 1.1 ± 0.7

Albumin (g/dL) 3.1 ± 0.5

INR 1.2 ± 0.2

Neutrophils (103/µL) 3.8 ± 2

Lymphocytes (103/µL) 1.2 ± 0.8

Alpha fetoprotein (ng/mL) 3,127 ± 17,122

Abbreviations: MELD, model for end-stage liver disease; TNR, tumor-to-normal ratio; INR, international
normalization ratio.

Table 2 Measures of Dynamic Lymphocyte Changes Following Transarterial Radioembolization

Variable 1 Month PT 3 Months PT 6 Months PT 12 Months PT

Lymphocyte count (103/µL)

Mean ± SD 0.71 ± 0.47 0.79 ± 0.77 0.81 ± 0.44 0.92 ± 0.8

Median (IQR) 0.5 (0.5) 0.7 (0.5) 0.8 (0.5) 0.7 (0.53)

Change in lymphocyte count# (103/µL)

Mean ± SD −0.54 ± 0.65 −0.37 ± 0.72 −0.39 ± 0.68 −0.19 ± 0.7
Median (IQR) −0.5 (0.75) −0.3 (0.67) −0.3 (0.64) −0.13 (0.46)

Percent lymphocyte* (%)
Mean ± SD 79.5 ± 77.6 77.5 ± 47 101.8 ± 122.6 142.6 ± 351.6

Median (IQR) 57.1 (55.3) 66.7 (51.1) 66.7 (54.3) 81.3 (56.4)

Notes: #Change in lymphocyte count was calculated by subtracting the pretreatment lymphocyte count from the post treatment lymphocyte count,
*Percent lymphocyte calculated by dividing the post treatment lymphocyte count by the pretreatment lymphocyte count.
Abbreviations: PT, post treatment; IQR, interquartile range; SD, standard deviation.

https://doi.org/10.2147/JHC.S350219

DovePress

Journal of Hepatocellular Carcinoma 2022:932

Young et al Dovepress

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://www.dovepress.com
https://www.dovepress.com


Table 3 Evaluation of Correlation Between Post Treatment Lymphocyte Count and
Treatment-Related Variables

Variable Spearman Correlation (Rho) p value

1 Month

Normal liver dose −0.216 0.03

Tumoral dose −0.154 0.12

Perfused volume 0.122 0.22

Percent liver treated 0.032 0.75

Particle load 0.097 0.34

NLD × PV −0.067 0.5

NLD/Percent liver −0.157 0.12

3 Months

Normal liver dose −0.342 0.008

Tumoral dose −0.204 0.12

Perfused volume 0.376 0.003

Percent liver treated 0.280 0.03

Particle load 0.234 0.09

NLD × PV 0.085 0.52

NLD/Percent liver −0.354 0.006

6 Months

Normal liver dose −0.191 0.17

Tumoral dose −0.169 0.23

Perfused volume 0.225 0.11

Percent liver treated 0.187 0.18

Particle load 0.356 0.01

NLD × PV −0.052 0.71

NLD/Percent liver −0.269 0.054

12 Months

Normal liver dose −0.045 0.77

Tumoral dose 0.001 0.99

Perfused volume 0.036 0.81

Percent liver treated 0.023 0.88

Particle load 0.185 0.24

NLD × PV −0.004 0.98

NLD/Percent liver −0.046 0.76

Abbreviations: NLD, normal liver dose, PV, perfused volume.
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treatment (rho= −0.045, p=0.77), the correlation was no longer present. At 3 months, perfused volume (0.376, p=0.003)
showed a correlation, while NLD/percent liver demonstrated a negative correlation (−0.354, p=0.006). Finally, at 6
months, particle load demonstrated a correlation (0.356, p=0.01). No correlations were noted at 12 months.

ROC Analysis of NLD and Lymphocyte Count
Table 4 demonstrates AUC of ROC analysis between absolute lymphocyte count ≤1 103/µL or >1 103/µL. The AUC at 1,
3, 6, and 12 months post treatment was 0.625, 0.676, 0.560, and 0.794, respectively. Using an ROC analysis and
Youden’s index the cutoff point an NLD of 62.3 Gy, 70.2 Gy, 62.2 Gy, and 60.6 Gy for 1, 3, 6, and 12 months post
treatment respectively was identified.

Table 5 demonstrates comparison between cohorts when NLD cutoffs identified above were utilized. At 1 month post
treatment, if patients were categorized utilizing the NLD of 62.3 Gy there was a significant difference in the lymphocyte
count (p<0.001), lymphocyte percent (0.03), but not the lymphocyte change (p=0.09). At 3 months when the cohorts
were separated by a NLD of 70.2 Gy there was a significant difference in percent lymphocyte (p=0.02) and lymphocyte
change (p=0.049), but not lymphocyte count (p=0.5). At 6 and 12 months only the lymphocyte count (p=0.01 and
p=0.003, respectively) remained significant while percent lymphocyte and lymphocyte change did not (p>0.05 for all)
when utilizing 62.2 Gy and 60.6 Gy, respectively.

Overall Survival
Figure 1 demonstrates the Kaplan–Meier curve analysis when separating patients by a lymphocyte count ≤1 103/µL and
>1 103/µL. While no significant difference was found at the pretreatment time point (HR: 0.77, 95% CI: 0.47–124,
p=0.28), there was a significant difference in the OS at 1 (HR: 0.56, 95% CI: 0.33–0.95, p=0.03), 3 (HR: 0.41, 95% CI:
0.18–0.94, p=0.035) and 6 months (HR: 0.36, 95% CI: 0.17–0.77, p=0.008) post treatment when separating the group in
this way. However, no significant difference was seen at 12 months (HR: 0.52, 95% CI: 0.21–1.28, p=0.15) post
treatment.

The NLD cutoff values determined by ROC analysis were utilized to separate the study group into two cohorts.
However, Kaplan–Meier survival analysis (Figure 2) failed to show a significant difference at 62.3 Gy (1 month
Youden’s index) (HR: 1.23, 95% CI: 0.74–2.05, p=0.41), 70.2 Gy (3 month Youden’s index) (HR: 1.03, 95% CI:
0.63–1.69, p=0.90), 62.2 Gy (6 month Youden’s index) (HR1.23, 95% CI: 0.74–2.05, p=0.42), or 60.6 Gy (12 month
Youden’s index) (HR0.98, 95% CI: 0.58–1.68, p=0.95).

Discussion
While TARE has been firmly established as an effective treatment modality for HCC, our knowledge of dosimetry
continues to be lacking.1–5 This is particularly true in the arena of NLD and the effects that it has on post treatment
complications and laboratory values. This study was performed to test the hypothesis that NLD correlated with post
treatment lymphocyte counts and during the analysis a modest negative correlation between NLD and post treatment
lymphocyte count was found at 1 month (rho= −0.216, p=0.03) which strengthened at 3 months (rho= −0.342,
p=0.008). The 3 month post treatment correlation was somewhat consistent with Estrade et al who found a rho of
−0.29 (p=0.001) at three months post treatment when looking at NLD and lymphocyte count.8 No correlation was

Table 4 Receiver Operating Correlation Curve Analysis of
Lymphocytes and Normal Liver Dose

Time Point AUC p value

1 month post treatment 0.625 0.024

3 months post treatment 0.676 0.078

6 months post treatment 0.560 0.541

12 months post treatment 0.794 <0.001
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noted at 6 (rho= −0.191, p=0.17) and 12 (rho= −0.045, p=0.77) months. The fact that the 3 month post treatment time
point showed the strongest correlation is of interest and may be related to dynamic changes in lymphocyte count
following TARE. The half-life of yttrium-90 is 64.2 hours and if 5 half-lives is considered the treatment window this
means it would last for approximately 13.4 days. Therefore, at 1 month, there may not have been enough time for all
lymphocytes that are damaged to be cleared from the blood stream. Theoretically, this may have taken place by 3
months post treatment. Conversely, the half-life of CD 4+ and CD 8+ lymphocytes in healthy patients was found to
be 87 and 77 days respectively with absolute production of 10 CD 4+ T cells/µL per day and 6 CD 8+ T cells/µL
per day in one study.21 This production may explain why the correlations no longer persist at 6 and 12 months. This
information is of interest when contemplating synergistic treatment algorithms incorporating TARE and immunother-
apy. However, it should be noted that absolute lymphocyte counts are only a crude measure, with specific lymphocyte
populations being of greater interest in the complex mechanism of cancer immunology. Despite this limitation, the
data here may provide some guidance on sequencing of immunotherapy and TARE as well as guide further study.

In another evaluation of the relationship between NLD and lymphocyte count, an AUC of ROC analysis between
absolute lymphocyte count ≤1 103/µL or >1 103/µL was performed. This demonstrated an AUC of 0.625, 0.676, 0.560,
and 0.794 at 1, 3, 6, and 12 months post treatment respectively. While the data at 1, 3, and 6 months seem to support the
correlation analysis, the fairly high AUC of 0.794 at 12 months was unexpected. This may simply relate to the relatively

Table 5 Comparison of Those Above and Below Normal Liver Dose Cutoffs as Determined by Receiver Operating
Correlation Curve Analysis

Variable Below Cutoff Above Cutoff p value

1 Month (62.3 Gy cutoff)

Lymphocyte count (103/µL) 1 ± 0.6 0.6 ± 0.4 <0.001

% Lymphocyte 1.1 ± 1.6 0.7 ± 0.6 0.03

Lymphocyte change (103/µL) −0.4 ± 0.7 −0.6 ± 0.6 0.09

Overall survival (months) 19 ± 15.9 15.5 ± 15 0.15

3 Months (70.2 Gy cutoff)

Lymphocyte count (103/µL) 1.2 ± 1.2 0.6 ± 0.3 0.5

% Lymphocyte 1 ± 0.5 0.69 ± 0.41 0.02

Lymphocyte change (103/µL) −0.1 ± 0.9 −0.5 ± 0.6 0.049

Overall survival (months) 17.2 ± 15.1 16.2 ± 15.5 0.32

6 Months (62.2 Gy cutoff)

Lymphocyte count (103/µL) 1 ± 0.6 0.7 ± 0.4 0.01

% Lymphocyte 1.2 ± 2.0 1 ± 0.83 0.27

Lymphocyte change (103/µL) −0.6 ± 0.7 −0.3 ± 0.7 0.12

Overall survival (months) 19 ± 15.9 15.5 ± 14.9 0.15

12 Months (60.6 Gy cutoff)

Lymphocyte count (103/µL) 1.4 ± 1.3 0.7 ± 0.3 0.003

% Lymphocyte 2.7 ± 6.4 0.92 ± 0.81 0.067

Lymphocyte change (103/µL) 0 ± 1.1 −0.3 ± 0.4 0.15

Overall survival (months) 17.6 ± 15.3 16.1 ± 15.3 0.33
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small cohort available for this analysis; however, further study is needed. When utilizing the ROC analysis to identify
NLD cutoff points, values between 60 and 70 Gy were determined for each time point. This is different than prior
authors, who when evaluating for hepatotoxicity and NLD focused primarily on development of laboratory and clinical
factors that suggest liver failure. In this setting, two publications from the same research group identified NLD >100 or
>120 Gy combined with a hepatic reserve of <30% to be associated with the development of liver failure.7,22 In
a complex analysis based around the development of similar measures of liver failure, Chiesa et al determined that 50 or
90 Gy was an ideal cutoff depending on baseline bilirubin of less than or greater than 1.1 mg/dL.23 However, this 50 or
90 Gy was the absorbed dose to the entire non-tumoral liver, meaning the activity predicted to go to the normal liver in
the perfused area was utilized to determine what the dose would be if that activity was distributed to the entire non-tumor
liver area. Therefore, the 50 or 90 Gy seen in Chiesa et al's paper is much closer to the 100 or 120 Gy cutoff determined
by Garin et al, than to 60–70 Gy determined here. This is likely explained by the fact that these prior authors were
evaluating the NLD cutoff for developing signs of liver failure, while the current study is evaluating cutoffs for
lymphocyte depression.

The OS was found to differ in cohorts with ≤1 103/µL and >1 103/µL at 1, 3 and 6 months post treatment, but not
pretreatment or 12 months post treatment. This is interesting and may suggest that treatment induced lymphopenia
portends a worse OS; however, further data are needed. Given the correlation of NLD and lymphocyte depression at 1
and 3 months post treatment this data may also suggest that over exposure of the normal tissue to radiation can have
negative effects in some situations. However, again further data would be needed to examine this relationship. The same
cannot be said of the association between survival and lymphopenia at 6 months, as a correlation between NLD and
lymphocyte depression at 6 months was not seen in this study. It is possible that the 6-month correlation between survival
and lymphopenia is influenced by more than simply the NLD. Few studies have evaluated the relationship between post
treatment lymphopenia and OS. Estrade et al evaluated OS and lymphopenia and showed a trend towards worse overall
survival in those with <1 G/L at 3 months post treatment (median OS 17.3 vs 19.9 months, p=0.058) while seeing no

Figure 1 (A) Kaplan–Meier overall survival curve comparing those with pretreatment absolute lymphocyte counts ≤1 103/µL or >1 103/µL (HR: 0.77, 95% CI: 0.47–124,
p=0.28). (B) Kaplan–Meier overall survival curve comparing those with absolute lymphocyte counts ≤1 103/µL or >1 103/µL at 1 month post treatment (HR: 0.56, 95% CI:
0.33–0.95, p=0.03). (C) Kaplan–Meier overall survival curve comparing those with absolute lymphocyte counts ≤1 103/µL or >1 103/µL at 3 months post treatment (HR:
0.41, 95% CI: 0.18–0.94, p=0.035). (D) Kaplan–Meier overall survival curve comparing those with absolute lymphocyte counts ≤1 103/µL or >1 103/µL at 6 months post
treatment (HR: 0.36, 95% CI: 0.17–0.77, p=0.008). (E) Kaplan–Meier overall survival curve comparing those with absolute lymphocyte counts ≤1 103/µL or >1 103/µL at 12
months post treatment (HR: 0.52, 95% CI: 0.21–1.28, p=0.15).
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association at the pretreatment time point.8 These findings are fairly similar to our study, which did show a significant
association between lymphopenia and OS at 3 months. Dunfee et al found that patients with lymphocyte depression had
improved OS as compared to those without it post treatment, when evaluating patients with cancers other than HCC.13

However, it is difficult to extend these findings across diseases to the HCC cohort and this may explain the discrepancy in
results from the Dunfee et al study and the current study.

Given the authors hypothesis that NLD would be associated with lymphopenia and pretreatment lymphopenia has
been associated with poorer OS, the authors investigated the relationship between NLD and OS. The association
between NLD and OS was evaluated utilizing the NLD cutoffs determined by ROC analysis at each time point, no
association between OS and NLD was identified at any post treatment time point. These findings are likely explained by
the relationship between tumoral and normal liver dose. Several studies recently have indicated that increased dose to
the tumor3 or perfused volume,2 correlate with improved clinical outcomes and OS in certain HCC patients. As an
increased tumoral dose will almost always also result in an increased NLD it is to be expected that NLD may not
correlate well with OS. When taken as a whole the findings of this study namely, that NLD may correlate with
lymphocyte depression, lymphopenia may correlate with poorer OS, but NLD does not seem to correlate with OS
directly, this study may suggest that careful attention to TARE dosing is needed and patient context is of considerable
importance.

Figure 2 (A) Kaplan–Meier overall survival curve comparing those with normal liver dose of less than or greater than 62.3 Gy (HR: 1.23, 95% CI: 0.74–2.05, p=0.41). (B)
Kaplan–Meier overall survival curve comparing those with normal liver dose of less than or greater than 70.2 Gy (HR: 1.03, 95% CI: 0.63–1.69, p=0.90). (C) Kaplan–Meier
overall survival curve comparing those with normal liver dose of less than or greater than 62.2 Gy (HR1.23, 95% CI: 0.74–2.05, p=0.42). (D) Kaplan–Meier overall survival
curve comparing those with normal liver dose of less than or greater than 60.6 Gy (HR0.98, 95% CI: 0.58–1.68, p=0.95).
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This study has several limitations including its retrospective nature. The cohort was also fairly limited and this was
furthered by the fact that not all variables were available for each patient. While dynamic lymphocyte changes were
studied, no data on specific lymphocyte populations were available. Furthermore, the study period spanned several
different dosimetry methods and targets at the study institution which may provide a confounding variable; however, as
the post yttrium-90 delivery bremsstrahlung SPECT CT was utilized to determine NLD, these differences should be
accounted for to some degree.

In conclusion, a moderate correlation between NLD and lymphocyte count may exist and be most pronounced at the 3
month post treatment. While lymphopenia was found to be associated with poorer OS at 1, 3, and 6 months post
treatment no direct relationship between NLD and OS was found.
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