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Serum Human Epididymis Protein 4 is a Potential Biomarker for Early 
Chronic Kidney Disease in an Obese Population [Retraction]

Tan S, Zeng Y, Kuang S, Li J. Diabetes Metab Syndr 
Obes. 2021;14:1601–1608.

The Editor and Publisher of Diabetes, Metabolic 
Syndrome and Obesity: Targets and Therapy wish to 
retract the published article. Concerns were raised over 
a discrepancy in the ethics statement and patient cohort 
location reported in the article. The ethics committee who 
approved the study was reported as the Ethics Committee 
of Renmin Hospital of Weihai Central Hospital and the 
location of the patient cohort was described as Weihai 
Central Hospital. These were not the same as the Second 
Affiliated Hospital of the University of South China from 
which the authors were affiliated.

The authors explained an error had been made and the 
Ethics Committee of the Second Affiliated Hospital of the 

University of South China approved the study and the 
cohort consisted of patients from the Second Affiliated 
Hospital of the University of South China. However, the 
authors were unable to provide a satisfactory explanation 
for why the misreporting had occurred and could not 
provide the original ethical review documents from the 
Ethics Committee of the Second Affiliated Hospital of 
the University of South China.

Our decision-making was informed by our policy on pub
lishing ethics and integrity and the COPE guidelines on 
retraction.

The retracted article will remain online to maintain the 
scholarly record, but it will be digitally watermarked on 
each page as “Retracted”.
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