
R E T R A C T I O N

Cordycepin Alleviates Anterior Cruciate Ligament Transection 
(ACLT)-Induced Knee Osteoarthritis Through Regulating TGF-β Activity 
and Autophagy [Retraction]

Tao XM, Liu PF, Gu HY, et al. Drug Des Devel Ther. 
2020;14:2809–2817.

The Editor-in-Chief and Publisher of Drug Design, 
Development and Therapy wish to retract the published 
article.

The authors notified us of some potential image duplica-
tion in their article:

● Figure 1C Control (H&E) appears to be duplicated 
with Figure 2B Control (H&E) and Figure 4B 
Control (H&E)

● Figure 1C Sham (H&E) appears to be duplicated 
with Figure 2B Sham (H&E)

● Figure 1C Control (Alcian blue) appears to be dupli-
cated with Figure 2B Control (Alcian blue) and 
Figure 4B Control (Alcian blue)

● Figure 1C Sham (Alcian blue) appears to be dupli-
cated with Figure 2B Sham (Alcian blue)

● Figure 1C ACLT (H&E) appears to be duplicated 
with Figure 2B Sham (H&E), Figure 4B Sham 
(H&E) and Figure 5A Sham (H&E)

● Figure 1C ACLT (Alcian blue) appears to be dupli-
cated with Figure 2B ACLT (Alcian blue), Figure 4B 
ACLT (Alcian blue) and Figure 5A ACLT (Alcian 
blue)

● Figure 2B COR-20+ACLT (H&E) appears to be 
duplicated with Figure 4B COR-20+ACLT (H&E) 
and Figure 5A COR-20+ACLT (H&E)

● Figure 2B COR-20+ACLT (Alcian blue) appears to 
be duplicated with Figure 4B COR-20+ACLT 
(Alcian blue) and Figure 5A COR-20+ACLT 
(Alcian blue)

● Figure 1C Control (H&E) appears to show partial 
overlap with Figure 1C Sham (H&E) and Figure 2B 
Sham (H&E)

● Figure 1C Control (Alcian blue) appears to show 
partial overlap with Figure 1C Sham (Alcian blue) 
and Figure 2B Sham (Alcian blue)

Despite notifying the journal of some of the duplicated 
images the authors were unable to provide a satisfactory 
explanation for the extent of the duplication. The authors 
were also unable to provide the original western blot raw 
data for their study. The editor determined the findings of 
the study were no longer valid and requested for the article 
to be retracted.

The authors wish to apologise for this error.

Our decision-making was informed by our policy on pub-
lishing ethics and integrity and the COPE guidelines on 
retraction.

The retracted article will remain online to maintain the 
scholarly record, but it will be digitally watermarked on 
each page as “Retracted”.
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Publish your work in this journal 
Drug Design, Development and Therapy is an international, peer- 
reviewed open-access journal that spans the spectrum of drug design 
and development through to clinical applications. Clinical outcomes, 
patient safety, and programs for the development and effective, safe, 
and sustained use of medicines are a feature of the journal, which has also 

been accepted for indexing on PubMed Central. The manuscript 
management system is completely online and includes a very quick 
and fair peer-review system, which is all easy to use. Visit http://www. 
dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real quotes from published 
authors.  
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