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CCDC7 Activates Interleukin-6 and Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor to 
Promote Proliferation via the JAK-STAT3 Pathway in Cervical Cancer 
Cells [Retraction]

Zhou C, He X, Zeng Q, Zhang P, Wang C. Onco Targets Ther. 2020;13:6229-6244.

The Editor and Publisher of OncoTargets and Therapy are retracting the published article. The authors requested to 
correct the duplication of images in Figure 7, however it was found that several other images within the article were also 
duplicated. Specifically,

● The image for Figure 2B, Vector; Merge has been duplicated with the image for Figure 9A, -++-.
● The images for Figure 2B, Control; Hochst 33342, EdU and Merge have been duplicated with the images for 

Figure 3B, siControl; Hochst 33342, EdU and Merge.
● The images for Figure 7A, CCDC7; NS and Control are duplicated.
● The images for Figure 8, normal; anti-CCDC7, anti-IL-6 and anti-VEGF all share overlapping regions and are 

derived from the same image.
● The image for Figure S2, Control 1 has been duplicated with the image for Figure 3B siCCDC7-3, Merge.
● The image for Figure S2, Inhibited 2 has been duplicated with Figure S2, Control 6.
● The image for Figure S2, Inhibited 4 has been duplicated with the image for Figure 9A+—.
● The image for Figure S2, Inhibited 5 has been duplicated with the image for Figure9A-+–.

The authors cooperated with our queries and explained that errors were made during the assembly of the figures. In 
addition, the authors also provided the journal with original data from their study. However, the errors did raise concerns 
over the reliability and validity of the findings and the Editor and Publisher made the decision to retract the article and the 
authors agreed with this decision.

We have been informed in our decision-making by our editorial policies and the COPE guidelines.

The retracted article will remain online to maintain the scholarly record, but it will be digitally watermarked on each page 
as “Retracted”.
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Publish your work in this journal 
OncoTargets and Therapy is an international, peer-reviewed, open access journal focusing on the pathological basis of all cancers, potential 
targets for therapy and treatment protocols employed to improve the management of cancer patients. The journal also focuses on the impact of 
management programs and new therapeutic agents and protocols on patient perspectives such as quality of life, adherence and satisfaction. The 
manuscript management system is completely online and includes a very quick and fair peer-review system, which is all easy to use. Visit 
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real quotes from published authors.  

Submit your manuscript here: https://www.dovepress.com/oncotargets-and-therapy-journal

OncoTargets and Therapy 2023:16 407                                                                         407
© 2023 Dove Medical Press. This work is published and licensed by Dove Medical Press Limited. The full terms of this license are available at https://www.dovepress.com/ 
terms.php and incorporate the Creative Commons Attribution – Non Commercial (unported, v3.0) License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). By accessing 

the work you hereby accept the Terms. Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted without any further permission from Dove Medical Press Limited, provided the work is properly attributed. 
For permission for commercial use of this work, please see paragraphs 4.2 and 5 of our Terms (https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php).

https://doi.org/10.2147/OTT.S424822

OncoTargets and Therapy                                                                    Dovepress
open access to scientific and medical research

Open Access Full Text Article

Received: 7 June 2023
Accepted: 7 June 2023
Published: 9 June 2023

O
nc

oT
ar

ge
ts

 a
nd

 T
he

ra
py

 d
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//w

w
w

.d
ov

ep
re

ss
.c

om
/

F
or

 p
er

so
na

l u
se

 o
nl

y.

https://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com

