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Medical School, Faculty of Biology and 
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Dear editor
We read with great interest the expert opinion by Blamoun et al1 on twenty tips and 
pointers for medical students and residents to prepare for an Objective Structured 
Clinical Examination (OSCE).

The paper illuminates the importance of understanding (not “understating” as 
published) and applying strategies to succeed in an OSCE. While the paper offers 
practical and actionable approaches to implement during an OSCE, we wish to 
reinforce two dimensions of the article.

First, we strongly support Blamoun et al affirming that standardized patients 
(SPs) should be considered as real patients. Learners can benefit from mnemonic 
devices to understand and remember the essential steps to consider while interact
ing with a patient. Nevertheless, learners should not forget that the SP is a real 
person and that the relationship between them and the SP is authentic. Although the 
OSCE situation is staged, no mnemonic device can replace the genuine connection 
between two people. SPs and OSCE raters are aware of the difference between a 
contrived and a genuine connection.

Second, the authors suggest that static/“question” stations, although contradict
ing the purpose of an OSCE, should be approached as a multiple choice question. In 
that regard, we wish to emphasize that Boursicot et al2 state that an OSCE is an 
inappropriate and inefficient way of administering knowledge questions such as 
oral discussions, multiple choice questions, or short answer questions. Downing and 
Haladyna3 affirm that an OSCE should test clinical skills such as history taking, 
physical examination, communication skills, technical skills, and clinical reasoning. 
The combination with non-clinical skill activities threatens the validity of the 
OSCE.

We commend Blamoun et al for providing crucial insight on how medical 
students and residents can prepare for an OSCE. In this letter, we insist on 
authenticity when communicating with SPs and urge OSCE organizers to abandon 
knowledge stations.
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References
1. Blamoun J, Hakemi A, Armstead T. A guide for medical students and residents preparing for 

formative, summative, and virtual objective structured clinical examination (OSCE): twenty tips 
and pointers. Adv Med Educ Pract. 2021;12:973. doi:10.2147/AMEP.S326488

Correspondence: Sylvie Félix  
École de médecine, Faculté de biologie et 
de médecine, Université de Lausanne, Rue 
Dr César-Roux 19, Lausanne, CH-1005, 
Switzerland  
Tel + 41 21 692 50 22  
Email sylvie.felix@unil.ch

Advances in Medical Education and Practice 2021:12 1245–1246                                        1245
© 2021 Félix. This work is published and licensed by Dove Medical Press Limited. The full terms of this license are available at https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php and 
incorporate the Creative Commons Attribution – Non Commercial (unported, v3.0) License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). By accessing the work you 

hereby accept the Terms. Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted without any further permission from Dove Medical Press Limited, provided the work is properly attributed. For 
permission for commercial use of this work, please see paragraphs 4.2 and 5 of our Terms (https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php).

Advances in Medical Education and Practice                                        Dovepress
open access to scientific and medical research

Open Access Full Text Article

Received: 4 October 2021
Accepted: 18 October 2021
Published: 27 October 2021

A
dv

an
ce

s 
in

 M
ed

ic
al

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
P

ra
ct

ic
e 

do
w

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//w

w
w

.d
ov

ep
re

ss
.c

om
/

F
or

 p
er

so
na

l u
se

 o
nl

y.

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8202-103X
https://doi.org/10.2147/AMEP.S326488
mailto:sylvie.felix@unil.ch
http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php
https://www.dovepress.com


2. Boursicot K, Kemp S, Wilkinson T, et al. Performance assessment: 
consensus statement and recommendations from the 2020 Ottawa 
Conference. Med Teach. 2021;43(1):58–67. doi:10.1080/014215 
9X.2020.1830052

3. Downing SM, Haladyna TM. Validity threats: overcoming interfer
ence with proposed interpretations of assessment data. Med Edu. 
2004;38(3):327–333. doi:10.1046/J.1365-2923.2004.01777.X

Dove Medical Press encourages responsible, free and frank academic debate. The content of the Advances in Medical Education and Practice ‘letters to the editor’ section does not 
necessarily represent the views of Dove Medical Press, its officers, agents, employees, related entities or the Advances in Medical Education and Practice editors. While all reasonable 
steps have been taken to confirm the content of each letter, Dove Medical Press accepts no liability in respect of the content of any letter, nor is it responsible for the content and 
accuracy of any letter to the editor.  

Advances in Medical Education and Practice                                                                                    Dovepress 

Publish your work in this journal 
Advances in Medical Education and Practice is an international, peer- 
reviewed, open access journal that aims to present and publish research 
on Medical Education covering medical, dental, nursing and allied 
health care professional education. The journal covers undergraduate 
education, postgraduate training and continuing medical education 

including emerging trends and innovative models linking education, 
research, and health care services. The manuscript management system 
is completely online and includes a very quick and fair peer-review 
system. Visit http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real 
quotes from published authors.  

Submit your manuscript here: http://www.dovepress.com/advances-in-medical-education-and-practice-journal

DovePress                                                                                             Advances in Medical Education and Practice 2021:12 1246

https://doi.org/10.2147/AMEP.S342712

Félix                                                                                                                                                                    Dovepress

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://doi.org/10.1080/0142159X.2020.1830052
https://doi.org/10.1080/0142159X.2020.1830052
https://doi.org/10.1046/J.1365-2923.2004.01777.X
https://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
https://www.facebook.com/DoveMedicalPress/
https://twitter.com/dovepress
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dove-medical-press
https://www.youtube.com/user/dovepress
https://www.dovepress.com
https://www.dovepress.com

	Dear editor
	Disclosure
	References

