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New perspectives in pediatric trauma care
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Abstract: An “American-style” pediatric trauma care symposia consisting of lectures,
workshops, and skill stations was held at a pediatric trauma center to improve pre- and post-
hospital care for children, facilitate communication, and to set up standards within the regional
rescue chain.
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For the first time, an “American-style” pediatric trauma care symposia was held at the
Department of Pediatric Surgery, Center of Child Care, SRH Zentralklinikum Suhl in
Thueringen, Germany from March 23 to 25, 2007.

The “1. SRH Kindertraumasymposium” consisted of the following parts: First,
a self-designed lecture day was given on key pediatric trauma care issues. Second,
a two-day course was held on pediatric emergency care, called PEPP (Prehospital
Education for Pediatric Professionals) after the curriculum of the American Academy
of Pediatrics (AAP).

The primary intention for organizing this symposia was to introduce new SRH
consultant pediatric trauma surgeons in charge to all other members of the regional
“rescue chain” (ie, emergency medical services, general practitioners, Accident and
Emergency department staff, rehab institutions) (Figure 1). Establishing a personal
contact may improve interpersonal communication and facilitate future cooperation.
In parallel, standards that may be worthwhile for implementation at our Level I pedi-
atric trauma center here in Suhl, Thueringen were discussed.

Therefore, a comprehensive summary about current gold standards in pediatric
trauma surgery and pediatric emergency care was presented to and finally discussed
with the delegates. Especially often underrepresented aspects of an entire pediatric
trauma care, such as posttraumatic stress disorders, recognition of child abuse, and
neglect or injury prevention concerns, have been covered extensively in interactive
teaching sessions and discussion groups.

To balance theory and practice, the PEPP course, several workshops, and skill
stations gave all participants the opportunity to put their new knowledge immediately
into practice. Skills like nasal or endotracheal intubation, intraosseous needle applica-
tion, coniotomy or mask bagging were extensively practiced on dummies, simulators,
or animal parts, by small groups, individually, or under supervision of the instructors
(Figure 2).

After getting their pass marks in the PEPP pre- and post-test examination, the
participants obtained their provider or instructor certificates, which were issued by
the AAP. These certificates will be accredited worldwide for the next 2 years. If the
proposed “snowball-principle” of this concept comes into action, the newly graduated
providers will be able to provide better emergency care, while the newly graduated
instructors will be able to instruct local practitioners for even better emergency care
for the children in their neighborhood.
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Figure | Participants at the SRH Zentralklinikum Suhl Symposium, Thueringen,
Germany.

Figure 2 Participants putting theory into practice.

All participants expressed a better personal preparedness
and higher training level as well as greater self-confidence
in pediatric emergency care after the symposium. We are
encouraged to further develop this new training concept at
our institution for the overall benefit of our little patients.

The contents of this symposium are available from the
corresponding author on a CD (in German) by request.

Disclosure
The author reports no conflicts of interest.

References

American Academy of Pediatrics, Jones and Bartlett Publishers. 2008.
Pediatric Education for Prehospital Professionals [online]. Accessed
on February 28, 2008. URL: http://www.PEPPsite.com.

SRH Zentralklinikum Suhl. 2008. [SRH Central Clinical Center, Suhl]
[online]. Accessed on February 28, 2008. URL: http://www.
zentralklinikum-suhl.de/de/zk-suhl/index.html.

88

Journal of Multidisciplinary Healthcare 2008: |




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


