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After publication, concerns have been raised by a third party regarding Figure 3 on page 540 of the published article. Due 
to an error that occurred inadvertently at the time of figure assembly there is a duplicate image panel in Figure 3A which 
is intended to depict the general trend of airway remodeling across different COPD severities. The incorrect image 
representative of SAD 5th has now been replaced with the correct image.

This correction does not affect the results or conclusions of the article. The authors apologize for this oversight and 
appreciate the opportunity to correct the error. The correct Figure 3 is shown below.
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Figure 3 Airway dimensions and their relationship with different groups. (A) Cross-sections of different generations in different groups. (B) Schematic diagram of airway 
remodeling in 9th generation. (C) Comparison of WA/AA and LA/AA among different groups. 
Notes: Data are shown as mean ± SD. *P < 0.05; **P < 0.01; ***P < 0.001. 
Abbreviations: SAD, small airway disease; GOLD, Global Initiative for Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease; WA, wall area; LA, lumen area; AA, airway area; WA/AA, 
wall area/airway area; LA/AA, lumen area/airway area; 3-, 5-, 9-, represented the 3rd, 5th, 9th generations, respectively.
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