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Background: Suicide and self-harm in hospitals are critical yet under-recognized threats to patient safety. Previous studies have 
focused on psychiatric inpatients, leaving a knowledge gap regarding suicide risk in the general medical population. The present study 
compared in-hospital suicide and self-harm incidents reported on the Korea Patient Safety Reporting and Learning System (KOPS), 
focusing on differences within the category of intentional self-injury, to identify distinct clinical and environmental predictors.
Methods: We analyzed 447 in-hospital suicide and self-harm cases reported to the KOPS between 2016 and 2020. Demographic, 
clinical, temporal, and environmental characteristics were compared using chi-squared tests. Multivariate logistic regression analysis 
identified the predictors that distinguished suicide from self-harm.
Results: Among the 447 cases, 147 were suicides and 300 were self-harm incidents. Absence of a psychiatric diagnosis (odds ratio 
[OR] 5.12, 95% confidence interval [CI]: 3.01–8.71), time of incident (evening: OR 2.22, 95% CI: 1.17–4.19; nighttime: OR 2.27, 
95% CI: 1.12–4.63), and location (inpatient room: OR 4.06, 95% CI: 1.61–10.30) distinguished suicide from self-harm. Patients 
without a psychiatric diagnosis were at a higher risk of suicide, and suicides were significantly more likely to occur during the evening 
and nighttime hours and in private spaces, such as hospital rooms. These patterns persist across diverse hospital types, including 
general and long-term care facilities.
Conclusion: There is a substantial risk of in-hospital suicide among patients without formal psychiatric diagnoses during off-hours in 
private spaces. Universal suicide risk screening, enhanced monitoring during high-risk periods, and environmental safety interventions 
are necessary in all hospitals.
Keywords: suicide, self-harm, inpatients, hospital, risk factors, patient safety, KOPS

Introduction
Suicide among hospitalized patients is a critical safety concern. Meta-analyses have shown that the suicide rate among 
inpatients with psychiatric disorders is approximately 147 per 100,000 inpatient years, which is more than 12 times 
higher than that in the general population.1,2 Traditionally, this elevated risk has focused on psychiatric hospitals and 
patients with mental disorders as the primary high-risk groups.

However, increasing evidence indicates that suicide and self-harm are not confined to psychiatric settings, but can 
occur across all types of medical institutions, including general, tertiary, and specialty hospitals.3–6

A growing body of evidence suggests that all hospitalized patients, regardless of facility type or underlying diagnosis, may be 
at risk of suicide or self-harm during admission, reflecting the combined influence of patient-related and institutional factors.
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Recent reviews have highlighted that all hospitalized patients, regardless of the type of facility or underlying 
diagnosis, may be at risk of suicide or self-harm during admission.5,7–9

Although mental illness remains a significant risk factor, a substantial proportion of inpatient suicide and self-harm 
events involve individuals without a formal psychiatric diagnosis.10,11 Risk factors identified in hospitalized populations 
include a history of suicide attempts, depressive symptoms, lack of social support, recent loss or interpersonal conflict, 
substance use, and periods of transition, such as admission or discharge.7,12,13 Notably, the risk of suicide is particularly 
high in the first week and month following discharge from psychiatric hospitalization, with rates reaching 2,950 per 
100,000 person-years in the first week.14,15

Environmental and institutional factors also play significant roles. Studies have found that self-harm and suicide 
attempts are more likely to occur in private or less-supervised hospital areas, often during the evening or night.5,7 The 
method of suicide frequently reflects the means available within the hospital environment, with jumping from heights and 
hanging being the most common methods used by inpatients.11,12,16

Despite this high risk, research on suicide and self-harm in non-psychiatric hospital settings remains limited. Most 
studies have focused on psychiatric units or have used case-control designs to identify risk factors, with relatively few 
leveraging national-level data to examine patterns across diverse hospital types and patient populations.1,5,11 This gap 
highlights the need for comprehensive registry-based studies that can inform preventive strategies tailored to the full 
spectrum of inpatient care.

In South Korea, the Korea Patient Safety Reporting and Learning System (KOPS), established in 2016, serves as 
a national platform for reporting and analyzing patient safety incidents, including suicide and self-harm, in medical 
institutions.17 By encouraging voluntary reporting, KOPS promotes a culture of safety and continuous learning. These 
data are increasingly used to identify risk factors and inform clinical- and policy-level suicide prevention efforts.18

However, no prior study in Korea has conducted an incident-level comparison of in-hospital suicide and self-harm 
using nationwide data from mandatory patient safety reporting systems, such as KOPS. Existing research has primarily 
focused on inpatient suicide, limiting our understanding of how suicide events differ from other severe self-harm 
incidents that occur in hospital settings. To address this gap, this study compared all suicide and self-harm incidents 
reported to the KOPS between 2016 and 2020.

This study aimed to analyze the characteristics of inpatient suicide and self-harm cases reported to the KOPS, 
focusing on differences across in-hospital settings and clinical diagnoses. By identifying patterns and high-risk profiles, 
this study sought to inform targeted prevention strategies applicable across diverse healthcare settings.

We hypothesized that in-hospital suicide incidents would demonstrate distinct clinical and environmental predictors 
compared with self-harm incidents reported to the KOPS.

Methods
Data Resources
This study is a secondary data analysis that uses patient safety incident data from KOPS reported to the Patient Safety 
Reporting and Learning System of the Korea Institute for Healthcare Accreditation for 5 years from 2016 to 2020. The 
Patient Safety Reporting and Learning System is a national patient safety reporting and learning system in South Korea, 
enacted on January 28, 2015, based on the Patient Safety Act, and implemented on July 29, 2016. The primary purpose of 
the KOPS patient safety incident data is to create a safer medical environment through national-level information 
collection and learning and to support medical institutions in voluntarily establishing patient safety systems. The database 
includes basic information on the incident (date and time, location, and patient condition), details of the incident (type, 
sequence of events, and cause), outcomes (impact on the patient, such as death and follow-up measures), and reporting 
characteristics (voluntary reporting, similar events, and possibility of recurrence).

KOPS collects voluntary incident reports from various healthcare institutions across South Korea, including tertiary 
general, general, long-term care, and psychiatric hospitals. Hospital size was categorized based on the number of beds: 
< 200, 200–499, and ≥ 500 beds, consistent with previous Korean patient safety research using KOPS data (Shin and 
Won, 2021). This classification reflects the structural characteristics of the Korean healthcare system, in which 200 beds 
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represent a key regulatory threshold for hospital accreditation under the Medical Service Act. The 500-bed threshold 
further distinguishes large tertiary hospitals with greater resource capacity, specialized services, and organizational 
complexity.

Because KOPS is an incident-based registry without patient-level identifiers, each record represents a single reported 
event rather than a unique patient, meaning that multiple incidents may originate from the same individual. We extracted 
data reported as “patient suicide/self-harm” from the 51,611 safety incidents recorded in KOPS and included 447 cases, 
after excluding missing values, for analysis. Cases with missing values for key predictor variables (psychiatric diagnosis, 
time of incident, and location of incident) were excluded from the multivariable logistic regression analysis, but were 
retained in descriptive analyses where applicable. In KOPS, all intentional self-injurious behaviors are reported under 
a single category of “suicide/self-harm.” The system does not distinguish suicide attempts from non-suicidal self-injury 
or provide subcategories related to intent or lethality. Therefore, events resulting in death were classified as suicide, 
whereas all non-fatal intentional self-injury events were categorized as self-harm. We defined cases in which a patient 
committed suicide in a hospital as suicide and cases in which a patient harmed themselves as self-harm.

This study was approved by the Clinical Research Review Committee of Kyung Hee University Hospital (Clinical 
Research Review Committee Review No. 2022–04-078) and complied with the ethical principles of the Declaration of 
Helsinki. The data accessed complied with relevant data protection and privacy regulations; the KOPS dataset is fully de- 
identified in accordance with Korean privacy regulations, and no personal identifiers were available to the research team.

Statistical Analysis
First, we classified patients into groups based on their reported suicide and self-harm in hospitals. Subsequently, we 
classified the groups according to sex, age, type of medical institution (tertiary general, general, nursing, psychiatric), 
number of beds in the hospital (< 200, 200–499, ≥ 500), time of incident (0:00–05:59, 06:00–11:59, 12:00–17:59, 
18:00–23:59), place of incident (hospital room, bathroom, other hospital rooms, hospital interior, and hospital exterior), 
and suicide method (poisoning, hanging, jumping, cutting/stabbing). Incidents occur in various places including treat
ment rooms, operating rooms, emergency rooms, outpatient clinics, hospital stairs, corridors, rest areas, outdoor parks, 
parking lots, rooftops, and outdoor spaces. Therefore, other places, excluding hospital rooms and bathrooms, which had 
the highest frequency, were categorized as hospital interiors (staircases, rest areas, and corridors), exteriors (parks, 
outdoor gardens, parking lots, rooftops, and exterior spaces), or other hospital rooms (treatment rooms, operating rooms, 
outpatient clinics, and emergency rooms).

For categorical variables, group differences were examined using the chi-squared test. For the chi-squared analyses, 
expected cell frequencies were examined and the majority met the recommended threshold of ≥ 5. To identify the factors 
associated with incident type (suicide vs self-harm), multivariate logistic regression models were constructed, including 
psychiatric diagnosis, time of incident, and location of incident as primary predictors, with sex and age added as 
adjustment covariates. This model specification followed a conceptual framework determined a priori, enabling adjusted 
odds ratios (ORs) to reflect the independent associations of each contextual factor with the likelihood of suicide 
compared with self-harm.

Cases with missing values for key predictor variables were excluded from multivariate logistic regression analysis 
using a complete-case approach, whereas descriptive analyses included all available data for each variable. The exclusion 
of incomplete cases in regression modeling ensures the integrity of the effect estimates by maintaining a consistent 
analytic sample across all model predictors.

Multicollinearity was assessed using variance inflation factors (VIFs), which ranged from 1.03 to 2.29, remaining 
below the commonly cited thresholds for problematic collinearity (eg, < 8). The goodness of fit of the multivariable 
logistic regression model was evaluated using the Hosmer–Lemeshow test, and the discriminatory ability of the model 
was assessed using the area under the receiver operating characteristic curve (AUC).

No formal adjustments for multiple comparisons (eg, Bonferroni correction) were applied, as variables were selected 
a priori based on clinical and theoretical relevance. P-values were interpreted in an exploratory manner, with an emphasis 
on effect sizes and confidence intervals rather than isolated significance testing.
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All statistical analyses were performed using SPSS version 26.0 (IBM, Armonk, NY), and a two-sided p-value of < 
0.05 was considered statistically significant.

Results
Characteristics of Patients Who Died of Suicide and Those with Self-Harm
Demographic and Statistical Information
In total, 447 incidents were reported during the study period, including 147 completed suicides and 300 self-harm 
incidents. Table 1 shows the demographic information of the 147 in-hospital suicides and 300 in-hospital self-harm 
incidents.

Among the 147 in-hospital suicides (N = 147), 84 were men (57.1%), 50 were aged 70 years or older (34.0%), and 
119 were not diagnosed with psychiatric disorders (81.0%). Among the 300 self-harm incidents (N = 300), 168 were men 
(56.0%), 149 were aged 70 years or older (33.3%), and 261 were not diagnosed with a psychiatric disorder (58.4%).

Incident-Related Statistical Information
Statistical information on the incidents is presented in Table 2. Regarding in-hospital suicides (N = 147), 122 (40.7%) 
were in general hospitals and 139 (45.3%) were in hospitals with 200–499 beds; 50 people (34.0%) died between 18:00 
and 23:59, 117 people (76.9%) died in an inpatient room, and 37 people died by hanging (25.2%). Regarding self-harm 
incidents in hospitals (N = 300), 64 (43.5%) were in general hospitals and hospitals, 70 (47.6%) were in hospitals with 
200–499 beds, 84 (28.0%) died between 06:00 and 11:00, 175 (58.3%) died in inpatient rooms, and 87 (29.0%) died by 
hanging.

Analysis of Group Differences Between in-Hospital Suicide and Self-Harm Groups
As shown in Tables 1 and 2, the results of the intergroup difference test for each variable revealed that the presence of 
a mental illness diagnosis (x2 = 45.895, p = 0.001), time of the incident (x2 = 14.583, p = 0.006), and location of the 
incident (x2 = 26.231, p = 0.001) were significantly related to both in-hospital suicide and self-harm. Sex, age, medical 
institution type, number of beds, and means of suicide or self-harm were not significantly associated with in-hospital 
suicide or self-harm. Most patients in the in-hospital suicide and self-harm groups (81.0% and 58.4%, respectively) were 
diagnosed with a mental illness. In addition, the time of discovery was primarily in the evening (34.0%; 18:00–23:59) for 
the suicide group and in the morning (28.0%; 06:00–11:59) for the self-harm group. Ultimately, most incidents occurred 
in the hospital in the suicide (76.9%) and self-harm (58.3%) groups.

Table 1 Comparison of Demographics Between Cases of Suicide and Self-Harm

Variable Suicide (n=147) Self-Harm (n=300) Total (n=447) x2 p-value

n % n % n %

Sex Men 84 57.1 168 56.0 252 56.4 0.013 0.908
Women 63 42.9 129 43.0 192 43.0

Unknown – – 3 1.0 3 0.7

Age Youth (~29 years) 26 17.7 71 23.7 97 21.7 2.895 0.408
Middle-aged adults (30–49 years) 24 16.3 49 16.3 73 16.3

Pre-older adults (50–69 years) 47 32.0 78 26.0 125 28.0
Older adults (>70 years) 50 34.0 99 33.0 149 33.3

Unknown – – 3 1.0 3 0.7

Psychiatric diagnosis No 119 81.0 142 47.3 261 58.4 45.895 0.001

Yes 28 19.0 158 52.7 186 41.6

Notes: P-value: chi-squared test between two groups.
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Multivariate Logistic Regression Analysis of Major Psychiatric Diagnosis
The results of the sex- and age-corrected multivariate logistic regression analyses, focusing on the variables that yielded 
significant results in the chi-squared analysis, are shown in Table 3. Missing values were excluded from the analysis.

Table 2 Comparison of in-Hospital Incident Statistics Related to Suicide and Self-Harm

Variable Suicide (n=147) Self-Harm (n=300) Total (n=447) x2 p-value

n % n % n %

Type of medical institution Tertiary general 31 21.1 76 25.3 107 23.9 1.458 0.692
General 64 43.5 122 40.7 186 41.6

Long-term care 34 23.1 62 20.7 96 21.5

Psychiatric 17 11.6 40 13.3 57 12.8
Unknown 1 0.7 – – 1 0.2

Number of beds <200 16 10.9 26 8.7 42 9.4 1.078 0.580
200–499 70 47.6 139 45.3 206 46.1

≥500 61 41.5 138 46.0 199 44.5

Time of Incident 0:00–05:59 37 25.0 50 16.7 87 19.5 14.583 0.006
06:00–11:59 27 18.4 84 28.0 111 24.8
12:00–18:00 28 19.0 72 24.0 100 22.4

18:00–23:59 50 34.0 72 24.0 122 27.3

Unknown 5 3.4 22 7.3 27 6.0

Location of Incident Inpatient room 117 76.9 175 58.3 292 65.3 26.231 0.001
Restroom 10 6.8 37 12.3 47 10.5
Other inpatient areas 7 4.8 9 3.0 16 3.6

Other areas inside hospital 3 2.0 34 11.3 37 8.3

Outside hospital 10 6.8 45 15.0 55 12.3

Method of suicide/self-harm Poisoning 27 18.4 37 12.3 64 14.3 3.931 0.415
Hanging 37 25.2 87 29.0 124 27.7

Jumping 28 19.0 69 23.0 97 21.7

Cutting/stabbing 33 22.4 67 22.3 100 22.4
Others 22 15.0 40 13.3 62 13.9

Notes: P-value: chi-squared test between two groups.

Table 3 Logistic Regression Analysis of Predictors of Main Variables (in-Hospital Suicide and Self-Harm)

Variable Simple Model Multiple Model

OR 95% Cl p-value OR 95% Cl p-value

Lower Upper Lower Upper

Psychiatric diagnosis No (yes/ref) 4.73 2.96 7.57 <0.001 5.12 3.01 8.71 <0.001

Time of incident 06:00–11:59 1 1
12:00–18:00 1.21 0.65 2.24 0.544 1.13 0.57 2.26 0.726
18:00–23:59 2.16 1.23 3.80 0.007 2.22 1.17 4.19 0.014
00:00–05:59 2.30 1.25 4.23 0.007 2.27 1.12 4.63 0.024

Location 

of incident

Outside hospital 1 1

Inpatient room 3.01 1.46 6.21 0.003 4.06 1.61 10.30 0.003
Restroom 1.22 0.46 3.24 0.695 1.92 0.56 6.58 0.301
Other inpatient areas 3.50 1.05 11.65 0.041 3.56 0.86 14.72 0.079

Other areas inside hospital 0.40 0.10 1.56 0.185 0.48 0.11 2.15 0.337

Notes: Bold values indicate statistical significance (p < 0.05). Multiple logistic regression adjusted for sex and age; model included psychiatric diagnosis, time 
of incident, and location of incident (variable inflation factor range: 1.03–2.29). CI, confidence interval; OR, odds ratio. chi-squared statistic of Hosmer– 
Lemeshow test, p value = 0.589. AUC = 0.76 (95% CI: 0.71–0.81).
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Multivariable logistic regression analysis identified three independent predictors of suicide compared to self-harm 
(Table 3). The Hosmer–Lemeshow test indicated adequate model fit (χ2 = 6.37, p = 0.589), and the model demonstrated 
acceptable discriminatory ability (AUC = 0.76, 95% CI: 0.71–0.81).

In the univariate analysis, absence of a psychiatric diagnosis was significantly associated with suicide compared to 
self-harm (OR 4.73, 95% CI: 2.96–7.57, p < 0.001). Using the 06:00–11:59 time period as the reference category, 
incidents occurring during 18:00–23:59 (OR 2.16, 95% CI: 1.23–3.80, p = 0.007) and 00:00–05:59 (OR 2.30, 95% CI: 
1.25–4.23, p = 0.007) were significantly more likely to be suicides. The 12:00–18:00 time period showed no significant 
difference compared to the reference (OR 1.21, 95% CI: 0.65–2.24, p = 0.544). Regarding location, using outside 
hospital as the reference category, incidents in inpatient rooms (OR 3.01, 95% CI: 1.46–6.21, p = 0.003) and other 
inpatient areas (OR 3.50, 95% CI: 1.05–11.65, p = 0.041) were significantly more likely to be suicides. Restroom (OR 
1.22, 95% CI: 0.46–3.24, p = 0.695) and other areas inside hospital (OR 0.40, 95% CI: 0.10–1.56, p = 0.185) showed no 
significant associations. Type of hospital, number of beds, and method of suicide/self-harm were not significantly 
associated with incident type.

As shown in Table 3 and Figure 1, the multivariate analysis adjusted for sex and age identified psychiatric diagnosis, time 
of incident, and location of incident as significant predictors. Patients without a psychiatric diagnosis had a 5.12 times higher 
risk of suicide compared to self-harm (95% CI: 3.01–8.71, p < 0.001). Using the 06:00–11:59 time period as the reference, 
incidents occurring during evening hours (18:00–23:59) were 2.22 times more likely to be suicides (95% CI: 1.17–4.19, p = 
0.014), and those occurring during nighttime hours (00:00–05:59) were 2.27 times more likely to be suicides (95% CI: 
1.12–4.63, p = 0.024). Regarding location, using outside hospital as the reference, incidents occurring in inpatient rooms 
were 4.06 times more likely to be suicides (95% CI: 1.61–10.30, p = 0.003). Incidents in other inpatient areas were significant 
in the univariate analysis (p = 0.041) but not in the multivariate analysis after adjusting for sex and age (p = 0.079).

Sensitivity analysis was conducted by comparing the full dataset with a restricted subset, excluding non-response and 
refusal cases. The findings remain consistent across both analyses, supporting the robustness of the primary results 
(results not shown).

Discussion
This national study, utilizing patient safety data from KOPS, provides important insights into the characteristics of and 
risk factors for suicide and self-harm across in-hospital settings. Through multivariate analysis, we identified three key 

Figure 1 Forest plot of adjusted odds ratios for predictors distinguishing in-hospital suicide from self-harm. Multivariable logistic regression adjusted for sex and age. Error 
bars represent 95% confidence intervals.
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variables that significantly distinguished in-hospital suicide from self-harm: the presence of a psychiatric diagnosis, the 
time of the incident, and the location of the incident.

Notably, patients without a psychiatric diagnosis had a 5.12-fold higher risk of suicide than those who engaged in 
self-harm. This counterintuitive result may reflect the limitations in psychiatric recognition and documentation, particu
larly in non-psychiatric hospital units. The absence of a formal diagnosis does not equate to the absence of risk. Rather, it 
may reflect limitations in routine mental health assessments, particularly outside psychiatric settings.19,20 As KOPS is 
a voluntary reporting system, diagnostic completeness may vary widely across institutions.17. This finding suggests that 
individuals without formal psychiatric diagnoses may constitute a hidden high-risk group and highlights the importance 
of implementing universal suicide risk screening and proactive mental health evaluation across all inpatient populations, 
not just those under psychiatric care.20 Another possible explanation is the institutional composition of the data. 
A significant number of incidents occurred in non-psychiatric facilities, such as long-term care hospitals, where patients 
are less likely to have a formal psychiatric diagnosis but may suffer from conditions such as dementia or chronic medical 
illness.21 Conversely, psychiatric hospitals, particularly those with protective wards and established suicide-prevention 
protocols, may have more robust systems for identifying and managing suicide risk, which could contribute to the lower 
number of suicide incidents reported in these institutions.2

The time of incident was also a significant distinguishing factor between suicide and self-harm cases. Suicides were 
significantly more likely to occur during the evening and at night, supporting previous research that identified off-hours 
as periods of heightened vulnerability due to reduced staffing and increased patient isolation.22,23 Previous studies have 
consistently reported that both suicide and self-harm incidents across in-hospital settings tend to occur more frequently 
during nighttime hours.5,24 Our comparative analysis further suggests that while both behaviors require vigilance after 
hours, the risk of suicide is particularly elevated during the evening and nighttime, underscoring the need for heightened 
preventive measures and monitoring for suicide, specifically during these periods.

In our study, inpatient rooms were the most common locations for both suicide and self-harm; however, suicide cases 
occurred disproportionately more often in patient rooms, with a 4.06-fold higher risk than that in other locations. This 
finding aligns with previous research identifying hospital rooms as high-risk environments for suicide, owing to their 
relative privacy, accessibility to means, and limited direct supervision. More than half of inpatient suicides have been 
reported to occur in patient rooms, particularly during periods of reduced staff presence and often without identifiable 
warning signs. Hospital bedrooms have consistently been identified as the most frequent location of inpatient suicide, 
likely because of their privacy, accessibility, and limited surveillance. These environments have also been characterized 
as common sites for sentinel events, particularly when safety-oriented architectural designs and monitoring protocols are 
inadequate.20,22,25 An important finding of this study was the disproportionately high number of suicides and self-harm 
incidents reported in long-term care hospitals. Several contextual factors may help explain this pattern, including the high 
prevalence of chronic medical illnesses, cognitive impairment, functional decline, and increased social isolation among 
older adults receiving institutional care. These institutions, which primarily serve older patients with chronic illnesses, 
cognitive impairment, and reduced functional capacity, often have limited access to psychiatric consultations, inadequate 
mental health training among staff, and insufficient suicide prevention protocols.26 Such environments may heighten 
psychological vulnerability, while lacking the necessary infrastructure to effectively detect and manage suicide risk.27 

Together, these factors contextualize the elevated incidence observed in long-term care hospitals and underscore the need 
for improved assessment and monitoring strategies tailored to geriatric populations.

However, this study has some limitations that must be acknowledged. First, the KOPS system is based on voluntary 
reporting, which introduces potential bias in data collection. Institutions with a robust patient safety infrastructure, such 
as general tertiary hospitals, may be more likely to detect, document, and report suicide and self-harm incidents, whereas 
under-resourced facilities, particularly those lacking standardized reporting protocols, may underreport such events. This 
reporting bias could lead to the over-representation of cases from better-equipped institutions and underestimation of the 
true incidence in other settings. Second, the accuracy and completeness of the reported data, particularly for psychiatric 
diagnoses, may vary substantially across institutions. In non-psychiatric settings, mental health conditions may go 
unrecognized or undocumented, resulting in the misclassification of psychiatric morbidity. Third, the dataset spans 
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both the pre- and post-policy periods related to mandatory reporting implementation, which introduces heterogeneity in 
documentation practices and institutional compliance.

Furthermore, because KOPS is an incident-based and fully de-identified registry, individual-level duplication could not be 
verified, and the independence assumption for chi-square analyses may not be fully guaranteed. Each report represents a single 
event rather than a unique patient; thus, multiple incidents may originate from the same individual, and the 300 self-harm 
incidents do not necessarily correspond to 300 unique patients. We were also unable to determine whether individuals in the self- 
harm group later appeared in the suicide group. The KOPS framework does not distinguish between suicide attempts and non- 
suicidal self-injury, thus limiting the granularity with which self-harm behaviors can be interpreted. Additionally, although 
multicollinearity was assessed and all VIF values were within the acceptable range (1.03–2.29, below < 8), subtle collinearity 
among the contextual variables cannot be entirely ruled out. The use of complete-case analysis may introduce potential bias if 
missingness is not completely random; however, missing data patterns did not appear systematically related to the outcome, and 
there were relatively few excluded cases. Sensitivity analysis excluding the non-response or refusal categories yielded findings 
that were consistent with the primary results (Table 3), supporting the robustness of the main conclusions. These limitations may 
have influenced the observed associations and should be considered when interpreting our findings.

Despite these limitations, this study provides valuable national-level evidence on the characteristics of and risk factors 
for suicide and self-harm across in-hospital settings. Nationwide analyses comparing these two phenomena across diverse 
hospital types and patient populations remain limited, particularly in nonpsychiatric contexts. By leveraging a centralized 
patient safety reporting system, this study contributes uniquely to the field of inpatient suicide prevention by offering 
insights that extend beyond psychiatric wards.

These findings underscore the importance of early detection, continuous monitoring, and environmental safety 
interventions throughout hospitals and not only in psychiatric units. Hospital-wide suicide prevention protocols should 
include universal risk screening, staff training, physical safety modifications in high-risk areas such as inpatient rooms, 
and coordinated discharge planning. Efforts to enhance the accuracy and consistency of patient safety reporting are 
essential for strengthening national surveillance systems.

Future research should explore ways to enhance the granularity of the KOPS data, including integration with 
electronic medical records, to improve diagnostic accuracy and event classification. Studies examining institutional 
characteristics—such as staffing levels, monitoring practices, and environmental design—may further clarify contextual 
risk factors. In addition, prospective or interventional research evaluating measures such as enhanced nighttime 
monitoring, telepsychiatry support, and structured staff training programs could help develop evidence-based strategies 
to reduce in-hospital suicide and self-harm.

Enhancing the accuracy, completeness, and consistency of patient safety data is essential. Strengthening the KOPS 
system through incentives, training, and integration with clinical records can improve national surveillance and support 
evidence-based policymaking aimed at reducing inpatient suicide and self-harm across healthcare systems.

Conclusions
This national study using the KOPS registry found that in-hospital suicide risk in Korea is not limited to patients with 
psychiatric diagnoses or psychiatric wards but extends across all hospital types and patient populations. The absence of 
a psychiatric diagnosis, incidents occurring during evening and nighttime hours, and events in private spaces, such as 
inpatient rooms, were all independently associated with a higher suicide risk than self-harm. These findings highlight the 
need for universal suicide risk screening, enhanced monitoring during high-risk periods, and environmental safety 
interventions for all inpatients, regardless of their psychiatric history, to improve patient safety and prevent suicide in 
diverse hospital settings.

Although the analysis was based on national data from South Korea, the observed patterns, particularly the influence 
of institutional environments and the importance of hospital-wide screening and monitoring, may be relevant to 
healthcare systems internationally, where similar patient safety challenges are increasingly recognized.
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