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Introduction: Tigecycline-induced acute pancreatitis (AP) has been frequently increasingly reported in solid organ transplant 
patients. This review aimed to summarize the characteristics, possible mechanisms, and management of tigecycline-induced AP.
Methods: Case reports of tigecycline-induced AP published in Chinese or English were collected until February 2023 for retro-
spective analysis.
Results: Thirty-four patients from 29 articles were included. Fifteen patients (46.9%) had solid organ transplantation, and 4 patients 
(12.5%) had malignant tumors. Twenty-five patients (89.3%) received a recommended maintenance dose of tigecycline (50 mg q12 h). 
The median age was 50 years (range 9–87). Compared to the nontransplant patients, the median age of the transplant patients was 
significantly younger, 44 years (range 12.5–61) versus 57.5 years (range 9–87) (P=0.03). The median time of symptom onset was 7 
days (range 2–29), and 91.2% (31/34) were less than 14 days. Typical initial symptoms included abdominal pain (90.6%), nausea 
(46.9%), vomiting (43.8%), and abdominal distention (21.9%). Most cases were accompanied by elevated levels of pancreatic 
enzymes. The main radiological features included edematous infiltrate and acute pancreatitis on computed tomography (CT) scan 
and abdominal ultrasound. Except for one patient who continued tigecycline treatment, all patients discontinued treatment and received 
symptomatic support such as fasting, acid suppression, and enzyme suppression. The median time to recover pancreatic enzymes to the 
normal range was 5 days (range 1–43), and the median time to relieve symptoms was 4 days (range 1–12). Four patients died, of whom 
two died of severe pancreatitis complications and two of cardiogenic shock and septicemia.
Conclusion: Tigecycline-induced AP was a rare and serious complication that occurred mainly within two weeks of the medication. 
This serious side effect should be kept in mind while treating severe infections especially in transplant recipients.
Keywords: tigecycline, pancreatitis, adverse drug reaction, solid organ transplantation

Tigecycline is the first member of the glycylcycline family, approved by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in 
2005. It is a broad-spectrum antibiotic with in vitro activity against most Gram-positive and Gram-negative microbes and 
anaerobic organisms, including multiresistant bacteria such as extended-spectrum β-lactamase (ESBL)-producing Gram- 
negative bacilli, carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE), and methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus 
(MRSA).1,2 It has high levels of antibacterial activity and tolerability. Tigecycline is indicated for complicated intra- 
abdominal infections (cIAI), complicated skin and skin structure infections (cSSSI), and community-acquired bacterial 
pneumonia (CAP) in adults. Recent evidence suggests that tigecycline may effectively treat severe Clostridioides difficile 
infection.3

The first case of acute pancreatitis (AP) caused by tigecycline was reported in 2008 by Gilson.4 Since then, AP has 
been added to the “Adverse Reactions, Post Marketing Experience” section of the tigecycline label.5 In 2014, McGovern 
et al summarized Phase III–IV clinical trial data and concluded that the incidence of tigecycline-associated pancreatitis 
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was less than 1%.6 From 1997 to 2010, the US FDA Adverse Event Reporting System recorded 62 patients with 
tigecycline-associated pancreatitis.7 With the increased prescribing of tigecycline, concerns about tigecycline-induced AP 
have been raised recently, especially in patients with solid organ transplantation. The purpose of this article is to analyse 
and discuss the clinical characteristics of tigecycline-induced AP and provide a reference for the reasonable clinical 
application of tigecycline.

Methods
Retrieval Strategy
We searched the databases of PubMed/Medline, Web of Knowledge, Elsevier, Springer Link, Embase, Cochrane Library, 
China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI), Wanfang Data, and China Science and Technology Journal Database. 
The search terms were “tigecycline”, “pancreatitis”, “lipase”, “amylase” and “abdominal pain”. Languages were 
restricted to Chinese and English. The timeframe was January 2005 to February 2023. A case report and case analysis 
of tigecycline-induced acute pancreatitis were included as a preliminary study. Acute pancreatitis met the Atlanta 
diagnostic criteria. Duplicates, reviews, observational studies, mechanistic studies, and animal studies were excluded.

According to the Atlanta diagnostic criteria, acute pancreatitis can be diagnosed with two of the following three 
characteristics: (1) Abdominal pain consistent with acute pancreatitis (acute onset of a persistent, severe, and epigastric 
pain that often radiates to the back); (2) Serum lipase or amylase activity at least three times higher than the upper limit 
of normal; and (3) Characteristic findings of acute pancreatitis on contrast-enhanced computed tomography (CECT) and 
less commonly magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) or transabdominal ultrasound.8

Data Collection
Two researchers independently conducted a preliminary review of the literature according to the inclusion and exclusion 
criteria. The consensus was reached through group discussion. A self-designed data extraction table extracted the 
following information: nationality, gender, age, primary disease, accompanying diseases, tigecycline application, con-
comitant medication, pancreatitis occurrence, treatment, and prognosis.

Statistical Analysis
Statistical analysis was performed using SPSS 22.0 (IBM Corporation, Armonk, NY). The count data are expressed as 
n (%), and the measurement data are expressed as the median value (minimum, maximum).

Correlation Evaluation
The Naranjo Adverse Drug Reaction Probability Scale was used to assess the association between tigecycline and acute 
pancreatitis.9

Results
Patients’ Information
A total of 34 patients from 29 case reports4,10–37 were included in this analysis: 20 men (58.8%) and 13 women (38.2%). 
The sex of one patient was not reported (Table 1). Fifteen patients (46.9%) had solid organ transplantation. Four (12.5%) 
had malignant tumors. The median age of the patients was 50 years (range 9–87), and 10 patients (29.4%) were 60 years 
or older. The median age of the transplant patients was 44 years (range 12.5–61), which was significantly younger than 
that of the non-transplant patients, 57.5 years (range 9–87), P=0.03. Details are shown in Table 2. Among these 
patients,18 patients (52.9%) were from Asia,9 patients (26.5%) were from Europe,6 patients (17.6%) were from North 
America, and 1 patient (2.9%) was from Africa. Tigecycline was prescribed mainly for pulmonary infections (7 patients, 
20.6%), prophylaxis after transplantation (6 patients, 17.6%), osteomyelitis (5 patients, 14.7%) and complicated skin and 
skin-structure infection (5 patients,14.7%). Bloodstream infection (8.8%), donor-derived infection after kidney trans-
plantation (8.8%), complicated intra-abdominal infection (5.9%), and urinary tract infection (5.9%) were also common 
indications. The most common bacterial species involved were multidrug-resistant Acinetobacter baumannii (5 patients, 
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Table 1 Characteristics of Included Patients with Tigecycline-Induced Pancreatitis

Parameter Value

Sexb,34 Male 20(58.8%)
Female 13(38.2%)

No data 1(2.9%)

Ageb,34 Years 50(9,87)a

≥60 years 10(29.4%)

Regionb,34 China 18(52.9%)

The United States 6(17.6%)
France 4(11.8%)

Belgium 2(5.9%)
Turkey 1(2.9%)

Italy 1(2.9%)

Spain 1(2.9%)
Egypt 1(2.9%)

Indication for tigecyclineb,34 Pulmonary infection 7(20.6%)

Prophylaxis after transplantation 6(17.6%)
Osteomyelitis 5(14.7%)

cSSSI 5(14.7%)

BSI 3(8.8%)
Donor-derived infection after kidney transplantation 3(8.8%)

IAI 2(5.9%)

Urinary tract infection 2(5.9%)
Perianal abscess 1(2.9%)

Risk factors for acute pancreatitisb,34 Gallstones, alcohol, smoking, hypertriglyceridemia 1(2.9%)

Bacteriumb,26 Acinetobacter baumannii (MDR) 5(19.2%)
Mixed bacterial 5(19.2%)

Escherichia coli (ESBL) 4(15.4%)

Enterobacter cloacae (ESBL) 2(7.7%)
Carbapenem-resistant Klebsiella pneumonia (CRKP) 2(7.7%)

Mycoplasma chelonae 2(7.7%)

G+ bacteria 2(7.7%)
Klebsiella pneumoniae (ESBL) 1(3.8%)

Pseudomonas aeruginosa 1(3.8%)

MRSA 1(3.8%)
MSSA 1(3.8%)

Accompanying diseasesb,32 Kidney transplantation 13(40.6%)

Malignant tumor 4(12.5%)
Hypertension 7(21.9%)

Nephritis or renal insufficiency 4(12.5%)

Diabetes mellitus 3(9.4%)
Sickle-cell anemia 2(6.2%)

Lung transplantation 1(3.1%)

Liver transplantation 1(3.1%)
Loading dose of tigecycline usedb,28 YES 18(64.3%)

NO 10(35.7%)

Maintenance dose of tigecyclineb,28 50 mg ivgtt q12h 25(89.3%)
100 mg ivgtt q12h 3(10.7%)

Concomitant medicationb,34 Antibacterials 25(73.5%)

Immunosuppression 15(44.1%)
Corticosteroids 14(41.2%)

Antifungal drugs 9(26.5%)

Anti-CD25 monoclonal 5(14.7%)

(Continued)
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19.2%) and Escherichia coli-producing ESBL (4 patients, 15.4%). All patients were taking concomitant drugs, with the 
other antibacterials in 25 patients (73.5%), immunosuppression (including tacrolimus, mycophenolate mofetil, azathiopr-
ine, and cyclosporine) in 15 patients (44.1%), corticosteroids (such as prednisone and meprednisone) in 14 patients 
(41.2%), antifungal drugs (such as caspofungin, voriconazole and amphotericin B) in 9 patients (26.5%), anti-CD25 
monoclonal in 5 patients (14.7%) and hydroxyurea in 2 patients (5.9%). Details are shown in Table 1.

Administration of Tigecycline
The dose of tigecycline was available in 28 patients. Eighteen patients (64.3%) received loading doses of tigecycline, and 
25 patients (89.3%) received the recommended maintenance dose (50 mg q12 h). After tigecycline administration, the 
median time to onset of pancreatitis symptoms was 7 days (range 2–29). The onset time of symptoms was less than 14 
days in 31 patients (91.2%). The median onset time for pancreatitis symptoms in patients with or without organ 
transplantation was 7 days (range 3–28) and 10 days (range 2–29), respectively. Pancreatitis recurred in 4 patients 
after the tigecycline re-challenge, with 50% of pancreatitis recurring within 7 days.

The Naranjo Adverse Reaction Scale8 was used to assess tigecycline-induced pancreatitis. The results of the 
relevance evaluation showed that the correlation between tigecycline and pancreatitis was possible (scores 1–4) in 6 
patients (17.6%), probable (scores 5–9) in 24 patients (70.6%), and definite (scores >9) in 4 patients (11.8%).

Table 1 (Continued). 

Parameter Value

Hydroxyurea 2(5.9%)

Cyclophosphamide 1(2.9%)
Propofol 1(2.9%)

Time of symptom onset during the first 
tigecycline administrationb,34

Days 7(2,29)a

Symptom onset within 1 week 18(52.9%)

Symptom onset 1–2 weeks 13(38.2%)

Pancreatitis occurs in two consecutive 
tigecycline administrationsb,4

Days 8(3,29)a

The secondary occurred within 1 week 2(50.0%)

Notes: aMedian (minimum-maximum). bRepresents the number of patients among a total of 34 on whom information regarding this particular 
parameter was provided. 
Abbreviations: cSSSI, complicated skin and skin-structure infection; BSI, blood stream infection; IAI, intra-abdominal infection; ESBL, extended- 
spectrum betalactamase; MDR, multidrug-resistant; MRSA, methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus; MSSA, methicillin sensitive Staphylococcus aureus.

Table 2 Comparison of Clinical Characteristics of Included Patients with or Without Solid Organ Transplantation

Variable Non-Transplant 
Patients (n=19)*

Transplant Patients 
(n=15)

P value

Male 10 10 0.63

Female 8 5 0.63

Age (Years) 57.5(9,87)a 44(12.5,61)a 0.03
AP severity (Moderate/Severe) 17/2 14/1 0.86

Time of symptom onset during the first tigecycline 
administration (Days)

10(2,29)a 7(3,28)a 0.68

The peak of Amylase (U/L) 381(180,1250)a 632(157,1250.8)a 0.17

The peak of Lipase (U/L) 814(134,4089)a 682(156,1835)a 0.91
Time to symptom relief (Days) 3(1,12)a 4.5(1,7)a 0.61

Time to recovery of enzymes (Days) 5(1,43)a 5(2,14)a 0.52

Notes: aMedian (minimum-maximum). *One patient in this group did not provide gender.
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Clinical Presentation
Table 2 and Table 3 show the clinical manifestations of pancreatitis. Initial symptoms were described in 32 patients. 
Abdominal pain was the most common clinical symptom (29 patients, 90.6%), followed by nausea (15 patients, 46.9%) 
and vomiting (14 patients, 43.8%). An analysis of the 34 patients with acute pancreatitis induced by tigecycline showed 
that 31 patients (91.2%) developed moderate AP, and 3 patients (40.9%) developed severe AP.

Imaging Examination
The computed tomography (CT) scan was reported in 28 patients, and the main findings are summarized in Table 3. CT 
manifestations of pancreatitis included the following: edematous infiltrate (16 patients, 57.1%), acute pancreatitis (9 
patients, 32.1%), and normal (3 patients, 10.7%). Although three cases had normal CT findings, one patient was 
pathologically confirmed as having extensive hemorrhage and necrosis of pancreatic tissue with inflammatory exudation. 
Three patients underwent abdominal ultrasound examination and two patient showed pancreatitis with pancreatic edema.

Laboratory Tests
The laboratory test results are summarized in Table 2 and Table 3. The median value of serum amylase levels was 570.5 
(range 157–1250.8) U/L in 25 patients, and the median value of serum lipase levels was 740.5 (range 134–4089) U/L in 

Table 3 Clinical Information on the 34 Included Patients

Parameter Clinical Features Value, n (%)

Presenting symptomsb,32 Abdominal pain 29(90.6%)
Nausea 15(46.9%)

Vomiting 14(43.8%)

Abdominal distension 7(21.9%)
AP severityb,34 Moderate 31(91.2%)

Severe 3(8.8%)

Imaging examination CT scan 28
Oedematous infiltrate 16(57.1%)

Acute pancreatitis 9(32.1%)

Normal 3(10.7%)
Ultrasonogram of the abdomen 3

Pancreatic oedema 2(66.6%)

Normal 1(33.3%)
Amylaseb,25 U//L 570.5(157,1250.8)a

Lipaseb,26 U//L 740.5(134,4089)a

Therapyb,34 Discontinued tigecycline 33(97.0%)
Continued tigecycline 1(2.9%)

Fasting treatment 14(41.2%)

Inhibition of pancreatic enzyme secretion 12(35.3%)
Proton pump inhibitor 8(23.5%)

Drainage tube 2(5.9%)

Emergency laparotomy 1(2.9%)
Time to symptom reliefb,27 Days 4(1,12)

Within 4 days 7(25.9%)

Within 1 week 25(92.6%)
Time to recovery of enzymesb,27 Days 5(1,43)

Within 4 days 15(55.5%)

Within 1 week 20(74.1%)
Naranjo scoreb,34 Possible 6(17.6%)

Probable 24(70.6%)

Definite 4(11.8%)

Notes: aMedian (minimum-maximum). bRepresents the number of patients among a total of 34 on whom information regarding 
this particular parameter was provided.
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26 patients. The peak of amylase in the transplantation group was higher than that in the non-transplantation group, with 
a median value of 632 (157–1250.8) U/L and 381 (180–1250) U/L, respectively.

Treatment and Prognosis
Table 3 summarizes the treatment and prognosis of 34 patients. All patients, except one, discontinued tigecycline 
treatment. Fourteen patients (41.2%) received fasting treatment, 12 patients (35.3%) received pancreatic enzyme 
secretion inhibition treatment, and 8 patients (23.5%) received proton pump inhibitors. Patients’ symptoms gradually 
improved at a median of 4 days (range 1–12): 7 patients (25.9%) within 4 days and 25 patients (92.6%) within one week. 
The median time to symptom relief in the transplantation group was longer than that in the non-transplantation group, 
with a median value of 4.5 (range 1–7) days and 3 (range 1–12) days, respectively. The recovery time of pancreatic 
enzyme levels to normal ranges was within a median of 5 days (range 1–43), and 20 patients (74.1%) whose pancreatic 
enzyme levels returned to the normal range within 1 week. Four patients (11.8%) died, of whom two died from severe 
pancreatitis complications,26,31 and two died of cardiogenic shock and septicemia.22,30

Discussion
Pancreatitis is a common digestive tract disease characterized by inflammatory damage caused by self-digestion of 
pancreatic tissues, including pancreatic edema, hemorrhage, or necrosis. Gallstones (40–70%) and alcohol exposure (25– 
35%) are the most common causes of pancreatitis.38 Drug-induced pancreatitis accounts for 0.1–5.3% of the total cases 
of pancreatitis.39,40 A systematic review of potential drugs associated with AP suggested a 4-category classification 
system based on the published evidence weight.41 Class Ia includes medications with at least one case report, evidence of 
a positive rechallenge, and the exclusion of other causes of AP, such as cholelithiasis, alcohol, and hypertriglyceridemia. 
Tetracycline is considered class Ia, with a well-defined risk of pancreatitis. Tigecycline is similar to tetracycline in 
structure. Based on our findings, tigecycline should also be classified as a class Ia drug.

Tigecycline-induced AP was more common in transplant patients in our analysis. The incidence of acute pancreatitis 
in these patients ranges from 1% to 8% after solid organ transplantation.42,43 Virus or drug-induced pancreatitis is more 
prevalent in transplant recipients.44 Immunosuppressive drugs can induce pancreatitis in renal transplant patients, such as 
tacrolimus, mycophenolate mofetil, and glucocorticoid.45–47 When these drugs are combined with tigecycline, it can 
increase the risk of developing pancreatitis. Drug interactions between tacrolimus and tigecycline are suspected of 
playing a role in developing AP.23 According to two separate studies conducted by Pavan et al48 and Chow et al,49 serum 
tacrolimus levels increased when tigecycline was administered but decreased after discontinuation of tigecycline. It was 
hypothesized that there was a possible inhibition of CYP3A4 related to tigecycline.48 Furthermore, tigecycline and 
tacrolimus are substrates for the membrane transport protein p-glycoprotein (P-gp). Both drugs can alter their serum 
levels by sharing a similar excretion mechanism. This interaction might also contribute to elevated levels of tigecycline 
that might lead to AP.23 Caution should be taken when tigecycline is taken with immunosuppressants.

We found that most patients who developed tigecycline-induced pancreatitis were either men or less than 60 years 
old. However, female or older patients were observed in other studies of drug-induced pancreatitis.7,50,51 In addition to 
the male sex predominance, the median age of patients in the transplant group was lower than that of the nontransplant 
group, which may be related to the survival age of transplantation. The fact that younger and middle-aged patients have 
more transplant opportunities than older patients may also contribute to this result.52–54

We observed that most patients had multiple comorbid conditions, supporting the hypothesis postulated by Balani 
and Grendell51 They found that drug-induced pancreatitis was more common in patients with multiple comorbid 
conditions on various medications or polypharmacy. More attention should be paid to these special populations in 
clinical treatment.

In our study, 91.2% of the patients had symptoms that occurred within two weeks, and the median time was 7 days. 
This finding is similar to a previous study in which the duration of tigecycline use before the onset of pancreatitis 
symptoms was 12.5 days.7 Therefore, monitoring should be strengthened within two weeks after tigecycline adminis-
tration. We found that the time of symptom onset in patients with solid organ transplantation was shorter than in patients 
without transplantation. An apparent explanation is that tigecycline is partially excreted through the kidneys. In renal 
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transplant patients, kidney function is not fully recovered, leading to a higher serum tigecycline concentration and 
increased risk of pancreatitis.

The mechanism of tigecycline-induced pancreatitis is still unclear. The mechanism may be similar to that caused by 
tetracycline. Steinberg55 hypothesized that accumulating an unidentified toxic metabolite could cause tetracycline- 
induced pancreatitis. Elmore and Rogger56 hypothesized that tetracycline precipitated an episode of pancreatitis by 
reacting with 30S ribosomal units and blocking protein synthesis that caused the accumulation of triglycerides in the 
pancreas. Gilson et al4 suggested that a high biliary concentration of tetracycline could be associated with tetracycline- 
induced pancreatitis. A single 100 mg dose of intravenous tigecycline produced considerably higher tissue/fluid 
concentrations in bile than simultaneous serum concentrations. The respective site-to-serum ratios based on the area 
under the mean concentration-time curve from 0 to 24 h (AUC0–24) for mean and median bile concentrations are 537 and 
368, respectively.57

Tigecycline-induced pancreatitis can be resolved by discontinuing the drug, fasting, inhibiting pancreatic enzyme 
secretion, a short course of proton pump inhibitors, and symptomatic support. Symptom relief and pancreatic enzymes 
returned to normal within one week, accounting for 92.6% and 74.1% of the cases. The prognosis of pancreatitis related 
to tigecycline is generally excellent, with prompt and complete clinical recovery.

Conclusion
Pancreatitis is a relatively rare adverse reaction to tigecycline. Clinicians should strictly follow the indications for the use 
of tigecycline, particularly in patients with solid organ transplantation. If tigecycline treatment is necessary, pancreatic 
enzymes and clinical symptoms should be monitored regularly, especially about 14 days after starting the medication. 
Once patients develop severe nausea, vomiting, and abdominal pain, an abdominal CT or ultrasound should be performed 
for early diagnosis and treatment.
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The data that support the findings of this study were sourced directly from the published studies included in this study.

Ethics Approval and Consent to Participate
The data and information used in this study is publicly available, and the researchers recorded the information in a way 
that does not directly identify the subjects. Therefore, this study was exempt from ethical review by the ethics committee. 
For this type of study, formal consent is not required.

Funding
This research did not receive any specific grant from funding agencies in the public, commercial, or not-for-profit sectors.

Disclosure
The authors declare that they have no conflicts of interest in this work.

References
1. Yaghoubi S, Zekiy AO, Krutova M, et al. Tigecycline antibacterial activity, clinical effectiveness, and mechanisms and epidemiology of resistance: 

narrative review. Eur J Clin Microbiol Infect Dis. 2022;41(7):1003–1022. doi:10.1007/s10096-020-04121-1
2. Paul M, Carrara E, Retamar P, et al. European Society of clinical microbiology and infectious diseases (ESCMID) guidelines for the treatment of 

infections caused by multidrug-resistant gram-negative bacilli (endorsed by ESICM -European Society of intensive care Medicine). Clin Microbiol 
Infect. 2022;28(4):521–547. doi:10.1016/j.cmi.2021.11.025

3. Kechagias KS, Chorepsima S, Triarides NA, et al. Tigecycline for the treatment of patients with Clostridium difficile infection: an update of the 
clinical evidence. Eur J Clin Microbiol Infect Dis. 2020;39(6):1053–1058. doi:10.1007/s10096-019-03756-z

4. Gilson M, Moachon L, Jeanne L, et al. Acute pancreatitis related to tigecycline: case report and review of the literature. Scand J Infect Dis. 2008;40 
(8):681–683. doi:10.1080/00365540801938949

5. Wyeth Pharmaceutics. Tygacil [package insert]. Philadelphia: Wyeth Pharmaceutics. Tigecycline is a structural derivative of minocycline and shares 
similar pharmacokinetic properties and most of the adverse effects with tetracyclines; 2009.

6. McGovern PC, Wible M, Korth-Bradley JM, et al. Pancreatitis in tigecycline Phase 3 and 4 clinical studies. J Antimicrob Chemother. 2014;69 
(3):773–778. doi:10.1093/jac/dkt427

International Journal of General Medicine 2023:16                                                                             https://doi.org/10.2147/IJGM.S410542                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

DovePress                                                                                                                       
2977

Dovepress                                                                                                                                                              Pan et al

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10096-020-04121-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cmi.2021.11.025
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10096-019-03756-z
https://doi.org/10.1080/00365540801938949
https://doi.org/10.1093/jac/dkt427
https://www.dovepress.com
https://www.dovepress.com


7. Okon E, Engell C, van Manen R, et al. Tigecycline-related pancreatitis: a review of spontaneous adverse event reports. Pharmacotherapy. 2013;33 
(1):63–68. doi:10.1002/phar.1159

8. Banks PA, Bollen TL, Dervenis C, et al. Classification of acute pancreatitis 2012: revision of the Atlanta classification and definitions by 
international consensus. Gut. 2013;62(1):102–1l. doi:10.1136/gutjnl-2012-302779

9. Naranjo CA, Busto U, Sellers EM, et al. A method for estimating the probability of adverse drug reactions. Clin Pharmacol Ther. 1981;30 
(2):239–245. doi:10.1038/clpt.1981.154

10. Akhter S, Krishnan P, Kaul P. Tigecycline-associated acute pancreatitis. Am J Ther. 2018;25(6):e749–e750. doi:10.1097/MJT.0000000000000763
11. Chang CY, Qiao W, Wang H, et al. Tigecycline-associated acute pancreatitis in a child with pulmonary cystic fibrosis: a case report and literature 

review. Int J Clin Pharmacol Ther. 2022;60(1):41–45. doi:10.5414/CP204073
12. Mesa C, Dajoyag-Mejia MA, Issac R, et al. Tigecycline-induced acute pancreatitis with rechallenge: a case report. J Pharm Technol. 2013;29 

(1):3–8. doi:10.1177/875512251302900102
13. Hemphill MT, Jones KR. Tigecycline-induced acute pancreatitis in a cystic fibrosis patient: a case report and literature review. J Cyst Fibros. 

2016;15(1):e9–e11. doi:10.1016/j.jcf.2015.07.008
14. Hung WY, Kogelman L, Volpe G, et al. Tigecycline-induced acute pancreatitis: case report and literature review. Int J Antimicrob Agents. 2009;34 

(5):486–489. doi:10.1016/j.ijantimicag.2009.05.004
15. Lin JW, Wang RD, Chen JH. Tigecycline-induced acute pancreatitis in a renal transplant patient: a case report and literature review. BMC Infect 

Dis. 2018;18(1):201. doi:10.1186/s12879-018-3103-z
16. Lipshitz J, Kruh J, Cheung P, et al. Tigecycline-induced pancreatitis. J Clin Gastroenterol. 2009;43(1):93. doi:10.1097/MCG.0b013e318164939c
17. Marot J-C, Jonckheere S, Munyentwali H, et al. Tigecycline-induced acute pancreatitis: about two cases and review of the literature. Acta Clin 

Belg. 2012;67(3):229–232. doi:10.2143/ACB.67.3.2062663
18. Marshall SR. Tigecycline-induced pancreatitis. Hosp Pharm. 2009;44(3):239–241. doi:10.1310/hpj4403-239
19. Mascarello M, Papa G, Arnez ZM, et al. Acute necrotizing pancreatitis related to tigecycline. J Antimicrob Chemother. 2012;67(5):1296–1297. 

doi:10.1093/jac/dkr597
20. Suarez Otero R, Espinoza López D, Ponce Ponce A, et al. Pancreatitis probably induced by tigecycline: a report of a case. Medicina Interna de 

Mex. 2010;26(3):273–275.
21. Prot-Labarthe S, Youdaren R, Benkerrou M, et al. Pediatric acute pancreatitis related to tigecycline. Pediatr Infect Dis J. 2010;29(9):890–891. 

doi:10.1097/INF.0b013e3181e83a85
22. Wang P-F, Zou H, Zhu J-H, et al. Acute pancreatitis caused by tigecycline: a case report and literature review. Medicine. 2021;100(51):e28245. 

doi:10.1097/MD.0000000000028245
23. Yazirli B, Kara E, Inkaya AC, et al. A case report of tigecycline induced acute pancreatitis in a renal transplant patient and review of the literature: 

should we avoid tigecycline in patients on calcineurin inhibitors? Transpl Infect Dis. 2021;23(4):e13593. doi:10.1111/tid.13593
24. Cheng XF, Feng LJ, Wen Y. Analysis of factors inducing acute pancreatitis after kidney transplantation. Pharm Care Res. 2018;18(5):391–393. 

doi:10.5428/pcar20180520
25. Gao CH, Wang TY. A case of tigecycline-induced amylase elevation. Chin J Resp Crit Care Med. 2017;16(2):175–177. doi:10.7507/1671- 

6205.201610002
26. Li YH, Lu SQ. Tigecycline-induced severe acute pancreatitis and review of the literature. Lingnan J Emerg Med. 2020;25(6):664–666. doi:10.3969/ 

j.issn.1671-301X.2020.06.043
27. Li Y. A case of acute pancreatitis induced by tigecycline. Her Med. 2018;37(2):263–264. doi:10.3870/j.issn.1004-0781.2018.02.031
28. Li WJ, Ding YF. Two cases of acute pancreatitis induced by tigecycline after kidney transplantation. Her Med. 2019;38(10):1367–1369. 

doi:10.3870/j.issn.1004-0781.2019.10.029
29. Xu G, Xu P, Zhou YG, et al. Tigecycline-induced acute pancreatitis in renal transplant patients: a report of 3 cases. Central South Pharm. 2021;19 

(6):1265–1268. doi:10.7539/j.issn.1672-2981.2021.06.044
30. Wu ZY, Zhou XM, Gu X, et al. Acute pancreatitis induced by tigecycline. ADRJ. 2017;19(2):132–133. doi:10.3760/cma.j.issn.1008- 

5734.2017.02.012
31. Zhang F, Liao GY. Acute hemorrhagic necrotizing pancreatitis after renal transplantation: a case report and literature review. Fudan Univ J Med Sci. 

2021;48(3):423–426. doi:10.3969/j.issn.1672-8467.2021.03.023
32. Du CH, Zhao YL, Zhao GQ. One case of rare acute pancreatitis induced by tigecycline. Eval Anal Drug-Use Hosp China. 2017;17(10):1311–1312. 

doi:10.14009/j.issn.1672-2124.2017.10.005
33. Guo YY, Li LY, Song X, et al. Pancreatitis caused by tigecycline: a rare case report. Clin Case Rep Rev. 2019;5(4):1–3. doi:10.15761/ 

CCRR.1000467
34. Liu DH, Xing XM, Yang X, et al. Acute pancreatitis induced by tigecycline in a patient after renal transplantation. ADRJ. 2022;24(3):155–157. 

doi:10.3760/cma.j.cn114015-20210513-00551
35. Wang ZQ, Ma K, Chen ZJ, et al. Successful treatment of early post-transplant bloodstream and pulmonary infection caused by carbapenem-resistant 

Klebsiella pneumoniae with a combination of ceftazidime-avibactam and carbapenem: a case report. Transplant Proc. 2020;52(9):2742–2746. 
doi:10.1016/j.transproceed.2020.08.006

36. Gheith O, Nagib AM, Aboatya H, et al. Tigecycline-induced acute pancreatitis in renal transplant recipient: case report and review of literature. 
Transplant Int. 2021;34(2):370. doi:10.1111/tid.13593

37. Davido B, Shourick J, Makhloufi S, et al. True incidence of tigecycline-induced pancreatitis: how many cases are we missing. J Antimicrob 
Chemother. 2016;71(10):2994–2995. doi:10.1093/jac/dkw255

38. Yang AL, Vadhavkar S, Singh G, et al. Epidemiology of alcohol-related liver and pancreatic disease in the United States. Arch Intern Med. 
2008;168(6):649–656. doi:10.1001/archinte.168.6.649

39. Hung WY, Abreu Lanfranco O. Contemporary review of drug-induced pancreatitis: a different perspective. World J Gastrointest Pathophysiol. 
2014;5(4):405–415. doi:10.4291/wjgp.v5.i4.405

40. Vinklerová I, Procházka M, Procházka V, et al. Incidence severity, and etiology of drug-induced acute pancreatitis. Dig Dis Sci. 2010;55 
(10):2977–2981. doi:10.1007/s10620-010-1277-3

https://doi.org/10.2147/IJGM.S410542                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

DovePress                                                                                                                                   

International Journal of General Medicine 2023:16 2978

Pan et al                                                                                                                                                               Dovepress

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://doi.org/10.1002/phar.1159
https://doi.org/10.1136/gutjnl-2012-302779
https://doi.org/10.1038/clpt.1981.154
https://doi.org/10.1097/MJT.0000000000000763
https://doi.org/10.5414/CP204073
https://doi.org/10.1177/875512251302900102
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcf.2015.07.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijantimicag.2009.05.004
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12879-018-3103-z
https://doi.org/10.1097/MCG.0b013e318164939c
https://doi.org/10.2143/ACB.67.3.2062663
https://doi.org/10.1310/hpj4403-239
https://doi.org/10.1093/jac/dkr597
https://doi.org/10.1097/INF.0b013e3181e83a85
https://doi.org/10.1097/MD.0000000000028245
https://doi.org/10.1111/tid.13593
https://doi.org/10.5428/pcar20180520
https://doi.org/10.7507/1671-6205.201610002
https://doi.org/10.7507/1671-6205.201610002
https://doi.org/10.3969/j.issn.1671-301X.2020.06.043
https://doi.org/10.3969/j.issn.1671-301X.2020.06.043
https://doi.org/10.3870/j.issn.1004-0781.2018.02.031
https://doi.org/10.3870/j.issn.1004-0781.2019.10.029
https://doi.org/10.7539/j.issn.1672-2981.2021.06.044
https://doi.org/10.3760/cma.j.issn.1008-5734.2017.02.012
https://doi.org/10.3760/cma.j.issn.1008-5734.2017.02.012
https://doi.org/10.3969/j.issn.1672-8467.2021.03.023
https://doi.org/10.14009/j.issn.1672-2124.2017.10.005
https://doi.org/10.15761/CCRR.1000467
https://doi.org/10.15761/CCRR.1000467
https://doi.org/10.3760/cma.j.cn114015-20210513-00551
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.transproceed.2020.08.006
https://doi.org/10.1111/tid.13593
https://doi.org/10.1093/jac/dkw255
https://doi.org/10.1001/archinte.168.6.649
https://doi.org/10.4291/wjgp.v5.i4.405
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10620-010-1277-3
https://www.dovepress.com
https://www.dovepress.com


41. Badalov N, Baradarian R, Iswara K, et al. Drug-induced acute pancreatitis: an evidence-based review. Clin Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2007;5(6):648– 
61;quiz 644. doi:10.1016/j.cgh.2006.11.023

42. Slakey DP, Johnson CP, Cziperle DJ, et al. Management of severe pancreatitis in renal transplant recipients. Ann Surg. 1997;225(2):217–222. 
doi:10.1097/00000658-199702000-00010

43. Danalıoğlu A, Mitchell OJ, Singh VK, et al. Acute pancreatitis following adult liver transplantation: a systematic review. Turk J Gastroenterol. 
2015;26(6):450–455. doi:10.5152/tjg.2015.0427

44. Kroner PT, Mareth K, Raimondo M, et al. Acute pancreatitis in advanced chronic kidney disease and kidney transplant recipients: results of a US 
Nationwide analysis. Mayo Clin Proc Innov Qual Outcomes. 2019;3(2):160–168. doi:10.1016/j.mayocpiqo.2019.03.006

45. Ogunseinde BA, Wimmers E, Washington B, et al. A case of tacrolimus (FK506)-induced pancreatitis and fatality 2 years postcadaveric renal 
transplant. Transplantation. 2003;76(2):448. doi:10.1097/01.TP.0000070434.73865.7A

46. Yahiaoui N, Roche M, Aissaoui-Hoffmann N, et al. Intravenous methylprednisolone induced acute pancreatitis. Eur J Clin Pharmacol. 2017;73 
(5):645–646. doi:10.1007/s00228-017-2207-5

47. Einollahi B, Dolatimehr F. Acute pancreatitis induced by mycophenolate mofetil in a kidney transplant patient. J Nephropharmacol. 2015;4 
(2):72–74.

48. Pavan M, Chaudhari AP, Ranganth R. Altered bioavailability of tacrolimus following intravenous administration of tigecycline. Am J Kidney Dis. 
2011;57(2):354. doi:10.1053/j.ajkd.2010.10.040

49. Chow KM, Pang WF, Chan GCK, et al. Beware of drug interaction between tigecycline and tacrolimus. Nephrology. 2020;25(1):99–100. 
doi:10.1111/nep.13594

50. Gagnon A-L, Lavoie A, Frigon M-P, et al. A drug-induced acute pancreatitis retrospective study. Can J Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2020;2020:1516493. 
doi:10.1155/2020/1516493

51. Balani AR, Grendell JH. Drug-induced pancreatitis: incidence, management and prevention. Drug Saf. 2008;31(10):823–837. doi:10.2165/ 
00002018-200831100-00002

52. Sargen MR, Cahoon EK, Lynch CF, et al. Sebaceous carcinoma incidence and survival among solid organ transplant recipients in the United States, 
1987–2017. JAMA Dermatol. 2020;156(12):1307–1314. doi:10.1001/jamadermatol.2020.3111

53. Bhat M, Mara K, Dierkhising R, et al. Immunosuppression, race, and donor-related risk factors affect de novo cancer incidence across solid organ 
transplant recipients. Mayo Clin Proc. 2018;93(9):1236–1246. doi:10.1016/j.mayocp.2018.04.025

54. Wang R, Wang SP, Sun D, et al. Age and gender disparity of living donor renal transplantation. Int J Transplant Blood Hemopurification. 2018;16 
(4):23–26. doi:10.3760/cma.j.issn.1673-4238.2018.04.007

55. Steinberg WM. Acute drug and toxin induced pancreatitis. Hosp Pract. 1985;20(5):95–102. doi:10.1080/21548331.1985.11703057
56. Elmore MF, Rogge JD. Tetracycline-induced pancreatitis. Gastroenterology. 1981;81(6):1134–1136. doi:10.1016/S0016-5085(81)80024-8
57. Rodvold KA, Gotfried MH, Cwik M, et al. Serum, tissue and body fluid concentrations of tigecycline after a single 100 mg dose. J Antimicrob 

Chemother. 2006;58(6):1221–1229. doi:10.1093/jac/dkl403

International Journal of General Medicine                                                                                         Dovepress 

Publish your work in this journal 
The International Journal of General Medicine is an international, peer-reviewed open-access journal that focuses on general and internal 
medicine, pathogenesis, epidemiology, diagnosis, monitoring and treatment protocols. The journal is characterized by the rapid reporting of 
reviews, original research and clinical studies across all disease areas. The manuscript management system is completely online and includes a 
very quick and fair peer-review system, which is all easy to use. Visit http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real quotes from 
published authors.  

Submit your manuscript here: https://www.dovepress.com/international-journal-of-general-medicine-journal

International Journal of General Medicine 2023:16                                                                        DovePress                                                                                                                       2979

Dovepress                                                                                                                                                              Pan et al

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cgh.2006.11.023
https://doi.org/10.1097/00000658-199702000-00010
https://doi.org/10.5152/tjg.2015.0427
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mayocpiqo.2019.03.006
https://doi.org/10.1097/01.TP.0000070434.73865.7A
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00228-017-2207-5
https://doi.org/10.1053/j.ajkd.2010.10.040
https://doi.org/10.1111/nep.13594
https://doi.org/10.1155/2020/1516493
https://doi.org/10.2165/00002018-200831100-00002
https://doi.org/10.2165/00002018-200831100-00002
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamadermatol.2020.3111
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mayocp.2018.04.025
https://doi.org/10.3760/cma.j.issn.1673-4238.2018.04.007
https://doi.org/10.1080/21548331.1985.11703057
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0016-5085(81)80024-8
https://doi.org/10.1093/jac/dkl403
https://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
https://www.facebook.com/DoveMedicalPress/
https://twitter.com/dovepress
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dove-medical-press
https://www.youtube.com/user/dovepress
https://www.dovepress.com
https://www.dovepress.com

	Methods
	Retrieval Strategy
	Data Collection
	Statistical Analysis
	Correlation Evaluation

	Results
	Patients’ Information
	Administration of Tigecycline
	Clinical Presentation
	Imaging Examination
	Laboratory Tests
	Treatment and Prognosis

	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Data Sharing Statement
	Ethics Approval and Consent to Participate
	Funding
	Disclosure

